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www.roguevalleyaudubon.org

Dead/l! i ne for submissions

each month
HEEN

Tuesday, February 27
Program Meeting A 7:00 pm:
Jaime Stephens, KBO pre-
senting Think globally, act
locally: lessons from a
globetrotting bird

Over 800 bird species inhabit the di-
verse ecosystems of our country,
serving as bellwethers of our environ-
ment. Many birds are experiencing
declines, some of which spend time in
the Pacific Northwest. This talk will
discuss how Klamath Bird Observatory
integrates knowledge of bird commu-
nities and full - cycle needs of individ-
ual species to inform both bird con-

servation and ecosystem management.

Examples will be provided of scientific
studies and conservation outcomes
from various habitat types.

Jaime Stephens is the director of re-
search and monitoring at the Klamath
Bird Observatory.
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Jaime Stephens, February Program
speaker hard at work monitoring bird
populations in preparation for her program.

RVAS programs take place at the Med
ford Congregational United Church of
Christ, located at 1801 E. Jackson St.
in Medford. Meetings start at 7 pm
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Only in The Chat and the RVAS web site
can you read Stewart
birding field notes or
conservation column.

Only in The Chat and on the RVAS web-
site can you get detailed information about up-
coming RVAS programs, field trips, and bird
walks.

Only in The Chat and the RVAS web site
will you find engaging reports on Christmas Bird
Counts, Birdathon, and the RVAS holiday
party and fundraiser.

Only in The Chat and the RVAS web site
will you read about the educational, conservation,
research, and citizen science activities that your
generous donations help fund. Naturally, modesty
forbids mentioning the
its unceasing exhortations to volunteer for vari-
ous open positions. (We still need a field trip
chair.)

So | want to thank our Chat editor,

Kaethe Fulton, and our webmaster, Robert
Mumby, for their work to keep the RVAS com-
munications system functioning. | also want to
thank regular contributors, such as Stewart and
Pepper, the chairs of various committees,

and the coordinators of various events for tak-
ing the time to write up their activities for
publication and posting. It takes a lot of work by
many volunteers to keep the RVAS
communication lines functioning in an informative
and timely fashion.

Alex

Janes:¢

Pepr

Pr e s

Field trip chair still needed. Contact Alex if you would
like to volunteer for this prestigious position at maks-

box1l@gmail.com or by phone at 5482-1964.

Page 2


http://www.roguevalleyaudubon.org/
mailto:maksbox1@gmail.com
mailto:maksbox1@gmail.com
mailto:simonsen@mind.net
mailto:simonsen@mind.net
mailto:tanquary08@gmail.com
mailto:tanquary08@gmail.com
mailto:chateditor@gmail.com
mailto:jas@opendoor.com
mailto:ptrail@ashland.net
mailto:kellogg.lynn@gmail.com
mailto:carol_p@charter.net
mailto:roguevalleyaudubon@gmail.com
mailto:chateditor@gmail.com
mailto:rdmumby@charter.net

The Chat 0 February, 2012

Field Notes: The Changing Seasons,
January 2012
Compiled by Stewart Janes

|l tds been a quiet mon
one. First, itds been a
That means little water in many of the small ponds
around the valley. With the clear blue skies come
cold nights. The ice has further restricted water-
birds and likely chased many out of the valley. The
cold also means few active insects to feed other
birds. Add to that the failure of the Madrone
berry crop this year and there is little reason for
many birds to remain in the valley.

Still, there have been a few summer birds
that stubbornly refuse to leave. A couple of Or-
ange- crowned Warblers have frequented the
feeder of Alan Contreras in Medford. There is
always one or two that remain in the valley. A
Green Heron was at Mace Pond near the Fair-
grounds on 1/6 (SJ). This is probably the same
bird seen on the Medford Bird Count. Most inter-
esting sighting was the Turkey Vulture in Prospect
on 12/29 (ML). This is one more winter where at
least one vulture has apparently remained behind.
Twenty years ago a wintering Turkey Vulture in the
valley was almost unheard of. The Tree Swallow
over Mace Pond on 1/16 (SJ) may also have been a
holdover, but we are getting close to the time that
adventurous individuals initiate spring migration.
Given the weather of late | wish him well.

Afew Townsendads whkeerirbthee r
area but are only infrequently seen. One was in
Medford on 12/27 (GH) and another above South-
ern Oregon University on 1/5 (JB, SB).  White -
throated Sparrows are also worthy of note, and
several sightings were reported this month with
individuals at the Jefferson Nature Center (GH),
North Mountain Park (FL) and in Talent along the
Greenway (PT).

Waterfowl numbers have been about as ex-
pected but there have been a few surprises. Three
Redheads were at Agate Lake on 12/24 (JT). Most
unusual were the two Trumpeter Swans at Hyatt

‘ hLakle gn 1/%60(58&.. Vwa{mually P}o%t %rp]odest number

q ?f Tun(ﬁlrr]ao SnW?an] in Wgﬂtl r,S %J'[ J'rrurgplet%r Svyans S
arg a rare occurrence. Eight Tundra Swans were
seen on a pond near Agate Lake on 1/11 (JT). The
last sightings were above Shady Cove a couple of
years back

Waterfowl migration never really ceases.
Greater White - fronted Geese are already drifting
north. A flock of 50 were at Agate Lake on 12/23
(JT). Ten more were at a pond south of Medford on
1/20. Cackling Geese have been widespread but only
one or two Snow Geese are present.

A few other waterbird sightings are worthy
of note. These include a Horned Grebe at Emigrant
Lake on 12/23 (HF), a Lesser Yellowlegs at Agate
Lake on 12/23 (JT), and a Least Sandpiper at Agate
Lake on 12/24 (JT).

This has been the winter of  Prairie Falcons in
the valley. Usually we have one or two that are seen
on occasion. This winter they almost seem to be on
every third utility pole. Okay, not that many, but
the seven sightings from Agate Lake to the Ashland
area (KM,JT,HF) are alot. Rough- legged Hawks
continue to be seen in the fields at the North end of
Howard Prairie (RB,JB,SB), and a Ferruginous Hawk
was south of Ruch in the Applegate on 1/6 (JB).

Other sightings of note include an  Evening
Grosbeak in Ashland on 1/9 (ES) and single Varied
Thrushes in Ashland on 12/24 (RH) and 12/31 (KC -S).
Pine Siskins are finally beginning to show up at feed-
ers around the valley though numbers remain small
(CB). ATownsendds ha&enjoyet the r e
friendliness of Ashland since 12/26 (ES). A North-
ern Shrike was at Agate Lake on 1/1 (JT). Finally an
odd wigeon was at the pond immediately south of
Lynn-Newbry Park on 1/1 (KC-S). Itis apparently a
hybrid American X Eurasian Wigeon

Field notes continued on page 7
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Edi tords Note: The Conser vat i®VAS oinedover 300 Audubon chapters in

Column was accidentally omitted from the Dec./Jan. a letter to urge a more balanced approach to
spending, and thousands of members contacted

Congress to voice their support for wildlife and

2012 jssue. Apologies to Pepper Trall.

The Conservation Column habitat funding. Responding to public outcry, the
Senate did roll back almost all of the cuts in HR 1.

By Pepper Trail The budget drama continues to play out, but most
of the draconian cuts are gone, with a more stable
funding stream in place for

The Year in Review o
priorities.
National environmental politics in 2011
can probably be best summarized as: Disaster
Averted. Faced with a toxic political atmos-
phere in Washington and a conservative major- Our win to defend the Endangered Species
ity in the House that denies climate change and Act against weakening amendments was a strong
is hostile to oregul ati oPfgntspohinthispast yaays legiplative calendar,
clean water, and endangered species protec- After a true David and Goliath fight, the House
tions, it is remarkable that our essential envi- vote that swung our way signaled a hopeful sign

ronmental protections survived more or less that we could muster bipartisan support for some
intact. Here are some highlights: of our most cherished conservation values.

Victory for Endangered Species Act

An Early Challenge - and Win - for Conser- The attack came in the form of language
vation Programs buried in the Interior Appropriations bill that

would have prevented the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
When the new 2011 Congress was sworn Service from spending money to provide safety net

in, it looked like gridlock was inevitable on a protections of the Act to 260 critically imperiled
number of issues, not the least of which was species. The so-called Extinction Rider was re-

the annual uphill battle to adequately fund our moved through an amendment offered by long -time
conservation priorities. When the House intro- environmental champion Norm Dicks (D -WA), which
duced HR 1, a piece of legislation that stunned passed by a bipartisan vote of 222 -202. It was a
the environmental community, it was clear that good victory but it won't be the last fight we see
getting anyfunding for key programs was the to protect the ESA from attacks. The House is

real challenge. HR 1 would have drastically re- continuing to attempt to weaken this cornerstone
duced or completely zeroed out key conserva- law that protects our most vulnerable birds, wild-

tion programs such as the Neotropical Migra- life and plants.

tory Bird Conservation Act, the Land and Wa-

ter Conservation Fund, State Wildlife Grants Clean Air and Climate: Cleaner Skies Ahead?

and a long list of others essential to maintaining

habitat for birds and wildlife. Audubon and A few weeks ago, the EPA announced final
many other groups rallied and barraged the standards to control mercury and other air toxics.
House and Senate with demands to set reason- Mercury, acid gases and other pollutants are com-
able funding levels and restore programs that mon by products of coal -burning power plants.
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bill, which will protect the environment, create jobs,
and look out for Oregon kids through energy effi-
ciency and health and safety upgrades in schools.

This is good news for fish -eating birds, pregnant
women and children susceptible to these contami-
nants. Virtually every state in the lower 48 has
some restrictions on fishing in mercury -
contaminated waters, and there will finally be a na-
tional standard.

Statewide conservation groups, led by the
Oregon League of Conservation Voters , Oregon Con-
servation Network, and Oregon Audubon Council,
al so helped to secure fundi ng¢
system of marine reserves, which will help protect
our coastal economy and nurture a healthy fish popu-
lation for future generations. Other pieces of strong
conservation legislation included bills that create a
farm -to -school program to promote healthy eating in
schools, increase penalties for illegal wildlife killing,
make shark finning illegal, mandate boat inspections
to check for invasive plant species, create balanced
planning for housing within urban growth boundaries
and create a peer -to-peer car sharing program.

A Bad Year to be a Wolf

Unfortunately, a very bad precedent was set
this summer when the gray wolf populations in Mon-
tana and Idaho were removed from the Endangered
Species List by Congressional action. The Obama
administration allowed legislators from these states
to insert a rider in the budget bill that turned over
all wolf management to the states. This is the first
time ever that a delisting decision has been made by
politicians, bypassing the science -driven process
required by the Endangered Species Act. Following
the decision, Montana set a goal of killing 220
wolves in the state (with over 100 killed so far), and
Idaho has recorded over 200 wolves killed by gov-
ernment and private hunters.

On the Local Level

As regular readers of the  Chat know, RVAS
has revived our local conservation efforts this year,
with intense effort devoted to strengthening our
involvement with the Denman Wildlife Area and wild-
life habitat issues along Bear Creek. Be sure to
come to our January members meeting to hear more
about Denman from the areaos
ber. And check out the new Denman bird checklist
on the RVAS website. The list, recently compiled by
experienced RVAS birders, totals an impressive 218
species.

On the bright side, we have all been en-
thralled by the saga of OR -7, the young male wolf
who has travelled from the Blue Mountains to take
up residence in our neighborhood. He seems to be
settling in to an area encompassing the northeast-
ern corner of Jackson County and the northwestern
corner of Klamath Country. The strength and re-
sourcefulness of this wolf is an inspiration, and |
certainly hope that OR -7 represents the permanent

So, the lesson is: even in the most challenging
return of wolves to southern Oregon.

times, we can still make progress defending the wild-

l'ife habitats and the birds v
that the great energy we have seen in the chapter

this year continues in 2012. Thanks to all for your

support!

On the State Level

Like most states, Oregon faced a grim
budget picture in 2011, creating a difficult atmos-

phere for innovative environmental legislation. De- - This column was compiled from information supplied by
spite this, two major environmental bills were the National Audubon Society (national issues) and the
passed: a major overall and modernization of Ore- Oregon League of Conservation Voters (Oregon issues).
gonds Bottle Bill and the 0Cool School sé
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Welcome CTJINCI!

Some of you are familiar with the Jefferson Nature Center, situated in the Harry & David Ballpark com-
plex at the southern end of Medford. This is where RVAS has its office space, where the RVAS Board
holds its monthly meetings, and where Project Feederwatch provides an opportunity every other Satur-
day to watch birds in comfort from inside the JNC building. JNC also hosts offices for the Klamath Bird
Observatory, and the outdoor setting of JINC near Bear Creek is the site of some of their research ac-
tivities.

Most of you are probably not familiar with the recent change of management at INC. As of November

2011, Coyote Trails School of Nature (  http://www.coyotetrails.org/ ) has taken over the responsibility for
running and maintaining JNC from its founding director, Susan Cross. Coyote Trails principals, Joe and
Molly Kreuzman, have officially renamed the facility Coyote Trails Jefferson Nature Center, or, in brief,
CTJNC instead of INC. That is how we should refer to it in the future in publicity announcements about
RVAS events there. The Coyote Trails vision for CTINC is to provide the same sort of nature center for
Medford and nearby communities as North Mountain Park provides for Ashland, with an emphasis on na-
ture programs for school children.

Since taking over CTINC, Coyote Trails has made some much needed upgrades to the building and is mak-
ing plans for additional facility upgrades and landscape work. They are even putting lights in the parking

lot, so that RVAS Board members can locate their vehicles after evening meetings. CTINC will continue

to provide office and meeting space for various environmental organizations such as RVAS and KBO.

Semi- annual Financial Report

The following is a brief summary of RVAS finances and cash flow for the period July 1 i
December 31, 2011. A summary of the first half of 2012 will be provided in the Septem-
ber issue of The Chat.

Cash on Hand, July 1, 2011: $18,568

Income: Expenses:
Dues $3,220 Administrative $1,416
Holiday Event $2,562 Room Rental (Programs) $ 520
Bob Black Fund $1,605 Chat (pub. & mailing) $ 920
Other Donations $ 820 Other expenses $ 140
Miscellaneous $ 50

Total Income: $8,257 Total Expenses: $2,996

Total Income minus Total Expenses: $5,261

Cash on hand, Dec. 31, 2011 $23,829

The excess of income over expenses will be significantly reduced in the second half of the
2012 fiscal year as outreach programs such as classroom education, scholarships, and re-
search grants are funded.
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Field notes continued from page 3
Thanks t his
ing Carol Brockfield, Ralph Browning, John
Bullock, Stephanie Bullock, Kate Cleland -

t o mont hos

Sipfle, Alan Contreras, Harry Fuller, Rowan
Heglie, Gaylene Hurley, Mo Lolandi, Frank
Lospalutto, Kate McKenzie, Eric Setterberg,
Pepper Trail, and Jeff Tufts. Deadline for
contributions to the Field Notes in the

next\ edition of The Chat is February 15.
Please note the change in deadline .

RVAS Calendar of Events

Feb. 1: Bird walk at Denman
WMA

Feb. 4. Field trip to Klamath
Basin

Feb. 28: Chapter Meeting

March 7: Bird walk at Denman

WMA
March 27: Chapter Meeting

April 4. Bird walk at Denman
WMA

April 15:  Field trip to Grants
Passi Whitehorse
County Park

April 24: Chapter Meeting

April 28:  Birdathon

May 2; Bird walk at Denman
WMA

May 5/6: Master Gardener Fair

con

The Education Committee of RVAS
t. 1, tkut]prs i ncl,ud -
Is looking Tor new members.

Committee members make presentations to
classrooms, teach classes and lead field
trips. If you would like to share your

love of birds with Rogue Valley students

we would love for you to join our commit-
tee. You do not have to be an expert

birder to join the committee.

If you would like to join, plan to attend
our next meeting at Coyote Trails Jeffer-
son Nature Center on Sat. Feb. 25th at 1
p m. I f you canot
want to join the committee, contact Lynn
Kellogg at rvas.ed@gmail.com or call 541 -
855- 9638.

ma k ¢

> T

11470 Highway 66 - Ashland, OR 97520
541.482.0614 - Email: info@greenspringsinn.com
www.greenspringsinn.com

W
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Upcoming Field Trips

Saturday, February 4: Klamath Basin with leader Jeff Tufts. Jeff will lead an all -day field trip
to the Klamath Basin to look for wintering waterfow! at the Lower Klamath National Wildlife Ref-

uge and the Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge. This trip is limited to 20 participants. To reserve

a spot, contact Jeff by e -mail at tallahto@aol.com or by phone at 541 -779-4582. Meet 8 am in the
dirt parking | ot adjacent to t he Srhaot)p RetuthKybrpm. ma

Sunday, April 15; Whitehorse County Park (Grants Pass). Leaders Fran Taylor and Dennis Vro-
man . Meet at the park boat ramp. Early risers can come at 7 am and bird for an hour in the vicin-
ity of the boat ramp; later arrivals should get to the boat ramp by 8 am to bird the rest of the

park. Note: this trip is taking place on a Sunday, rather than the usual Saturday. Directions to
the park: From Medford take I -5 north to exit 58. From the off  -ramp turn left onto 6th Street,
drive south to G Street, turn right on G Street and continue west until G Street becomes Upper
River Road, continue west until the road merges into Lower River Road. Make a left into White-
horse County Park. (Distance from | -5 exit approx. 9.5 miles) Fee to park (by picnic shelter) is
$4.00 per car. There is no fee if you park by the boat ramp as it is BLM property.

Wild Birds Unlimited -
Owner — Katy Reed . THWE
’H» Your Backyard ' é

Birdfeeding Specialist 2 NATURE SHOP
No-waste seed for the wild birds! Birdfeeders 9

' Birdfceding, Natural History, Science Toys :
Bird Houses and much more! 154 Ouk St. Ashland, OR

712 Crater Lake Avenue 770-1104
(Across from Providence Medical Center)
Mon-Fri 9:30-6:00, Sat 9:30-5:00

Birding, natural history, geology, hiking & more...

NATURALIST JOURNEYS

Quality, small group travel

P.O.Box 16545

AR Peg Abbott Portal, AZ 85632
Ph: 520-558-1146

Toll free: 866-900-1146

peg@naturalisgjourneys.com www.naturalisgjourneys.com
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Local Membership Renewals Are Due

Most of you belong to the National Audubon Society, which automatically enrolled you as a member of
Rogue Valley Audubon Society. Some of you prefer to only be members of RVAS, your local Audubon
chapter. If you have a local membership, that membership expired on September 30 ™. This is true for all
local Members except those who joined within the last six months.

Please keep your membership and your support of RVAS active by completing the application below and
mailing it with your check for $20. If you are uncertain of your membership status, or have any ques-
tions about membership, please send an e-mail to: bh@ashlandnet.net, or call Bill Hering at 541-488-
5886, or Stan Mclntosh at 541-535-2053. Thanks very much!

ROGUE VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION /C HANGE OF ADDRESS

Name:

Address:

Town: State: Zip: -
Phone (optional): Email (optional):

(Rogue Valley Audubon Society will not share your information with any other organization.)
Circle if thisis for NEw MEMBERSHIP RENEWING MEMBERSHIP CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Would you like to receive a printed copy of The Chat, our newsletter, mailed to you (it is also available
on line)? YES NO

Dues alone are not enough to support our many activities, environmental and education efforts. Please
consider a contribution in addition to your $20 membership. Your additional contribution may be tax de-
ductible as RVAS is a 501 (C) 3 organization.

Please check here if you wish your contribution to be anonymous.

Malil this form with your check for $20 RVAS dues and any contribution you wish to make, to: Rogue
Valley Audubon Society, P.O. Box 8597, Medford, OR 97501.

Deadline for submission of articles to the next Chat has been changed to the 20th
day of the month preceding publication date.
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BEAR CREEK
teteEd Coulftim

Project Parameters
TogetherGreen Grant:
Funded 8/2010 to 8/2012
Site Extent: West bank in Bear
Creek Park, from Spencer Street
access to outflow of Crooked
Creek to the south.

Acreage: Approximately 1,700
linear feet of riparian corridor:
approximately two acres.
Plants: Up to 2,000 deciducus
and evergreen native trees and
shrubs including: Ponderosa
Pine, Incense Cedar, Oregon
Ash, White Alder, Black Cotton-
wood, Red Osier Dogwood, Big
Leaf Maple, Snowberry, Wild
Cluster Rose, Oregon Grape,
Willow, Mock Orange, Thimble-
berry, Pacific Ninebark and Red
Flowering Currant. More cot-
tonwoods are expected to re-
seed with removal of blackberry
thickets.

About TogetherGreen
Audubon and Toyota
launched the five-year
TogetherGreen initiative in
2008 to build the promise
of a greener, healthier
future through innovation,
leadership and volunteer-
ism. For more informa-
tien about this project
and other grantees, visit

www.togethergreen.org.
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Bear Creek Park Riparian
Forest Restoration Project

Funded by a TogetherGreen Innovation Grant from Toyota

January 2012

Thanks to a $35,000 TogetherGreen Innovation Grant awarded by the
Audubon Society and Toyota to the Rogue Valley Audubon Society, a
portion of Bear Creek Park’s riparian zone is being rehabilitated. Invasive
exotic plants are being removed to make way for plantings of native trees
and shrubs that will expand the riparian forest and help shade Bear Creek.

The TogetherGreen Innovation Grant award represents a collaborative

partnership between the Rogue Valley Audubon Society, City of Medford
Tree Committee, Lomakatsi Restoration Project, Logos Charter School,
Bear Creek Watershed Council and Rogue Valley Council of Governments.

In fall of 2010, Lomakatsi crews, along with the City of Medford Parks and
Recreation Department, began removing invasive blackberries and coordi-
nating school groups and
teams of community vol-
unteers to plant thou-
sands of native trees and
shrubs to augment native
vegetation and tree
cover. Over time the
increased shade will help
lower the water tempera-
ture and provide a more
hospitable aquatic envi-
ronment—a vital step if
salmon are to continue
spawning in the stream.

Through this service learning project, student volunteers from Medford
and Ashland are learning how human impact has altered the creek and
what they can do to protect it. Lomakatsi is coordinating educational
events that teach local flora and fauna, water quality, stream ecology, soils
and overall watershed health. Ongoing student activities will include site
maintenance, vegetation monitoring, water quality testing and social media
outreach to communicate their stewardship activities.

By engaging volunteers and especially youth the project team hopes a new
generation of stewards will be spawned to bring Bear Creek back to health.
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