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       Birdathoners in the field tallying species seen. 

 

BIRDATHON RESULTS—Bob Hunter 

and the Great Grays Do It Again! 

 
Bob Hunter and his team of Great Grays—

comprised of Brian Lospaluto, Brian Barr, David 

Hodkinson and Bob, with fundraising and meal 

support from Gretchen, saw a total of 143 spe-

cies in their Big Day event.  Pepper Trail and the 

Falcons were only two species behind with a total 

of 141.  Event Coordinator Alex Maksymowics 

reports a total number of species seen by all of 

the participants at 174, which may be a record.  

Both Alex and Bob have articles in this issue of 

The Chat which detail the days’ events from two 

different perspectives.  Congratulations to all. 

 

 
This month’s program–  
 

The annual TouVelle Bird Walk and 

Picnic, Tuesday, May 24—5:00 pm. 
 

It’s a great way to enjoy an early evening bird 

walk along the Rogue River and share a potluck 

of good food and tales with other birders. 

Plan to bring a dish to share and your own 

plate and utensils.  Lemonade and Ice Tea  

will be available. 

 
TouVelle Park is located along Table Rock Road 

less than a mile north of the intersection of 

Table Rock and Antelope Road.  There is a 

$5.00 entrance fee which must be paid by  

each car entering the park.   
 

The photo below is of the Great blue heron nest 

tree at TouVelle Park. 
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RVAS Phone: 541-601-3963 

 

E-Mail Notification: Carol Palmer, 245-

9815 

E-mail monitoring: Sue Polich, 608-3802 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETINGS  

take place on the 1st Tues. of the month,  

Sept. through May, at 7 p.m., at Jefferson 

Nature Center, Medford.  

All members are welcome to attend.  

Correspondence to officers should be sent to 

P.O. Box 8597, Medford OR 97501  
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The President’s Birdathon Report - 

 
The results are in and in the high-stakes competi-

tive category, the winners for the second year in a 

row are the Great Grays, headed by Bob Hunter.  

Pepper Trail’s Falcons are a close second with the 

Binosaurs, under the leadership of Jim Livauudais 

in third.   

 

The number of species observed by each of the 

teams which have reported their results are as fol-

lows: 

Great Grays—143 

Falcons—141 

Binosuars—134 

Old World Warblers—100 

Valley Chicks—89 

Joe Shelton and Eric Thowless—53 

 

By all accounts it was a really great day with the 

total number of species seen at 174.  This may be a 

RVAS record.  Please call me at 541-482-1964 if 

you know of a higher species total for a RVAS Bir-

dathon. 

 

For comparison purposes, the 2010 winner, the 

Great Grays, observed 132 species.  That year 

there were only two teams in the field (Great 

Grays and Falcons) and the total number of species 

identified was 150. (Last years Birdathon Big Day 

was one week earlier than this year.) 

 

Based on the above results, the winners in the fol-

lowing categories are: 

 

Competitive Birdathon Day Count:  Great Grays 

All-Ladies Team:  Old World Warblers 

Two Person Team:  Old World Warblers. 

 

It is fair to say we achieved our goal of increasing 

participation and making it a fun event.  More 
                   Continued on page 6 
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Fox Sparrows began to move on 4/5 with numbers show-

ing up at feeders throughout the valley (FL).  Golden-

crowned Sparrows began to molt into their breeding fin-

ery in early April.  The White-throated Sparrows remain 

at Ashland Pond through April. 

 Few raptor sightings were reported except for scat-

tered Merlins passing through and a tardy Ferruginous 

Hawk that apparently has no thoughts of breeding.  This 

one was seen at Ashland Pond on 4/9 (HF).  

 Waterfowl numbers diminished rapidly with the 

coming of April.  A little inclement weather doesn’t faze 

them.  The Tundra Swans near Eagle Point were last re-

ported on 3/22 (LM,MM).  Scattered flocks of Greater 

White-fronted Geese were seen in the north county as late 

as 4/12 (MM,LM).  The Rossô Goose at Hammel Pond 

was last reported on 4/12 (LM,MM).  Four Greater Scaup 

were on the Holy Water on 4/12 MM,LM). 

 A few White Pelicans hung around Agate Lake all 

month, and Common Loons showed up on Lost Creek 

Reservoir in late March (RB) and remain with us.  A 

Horned Grebe was present on 3/29 (NB).  Caspian Terns 

began passing through on 3/30 (FE) and a Bonaparteôs 

Gull dropped in on the Boise-Cascade Pond in Medford on 

4/13 and hung around (GS).  A Green Heron was seen on 

4/13 at North Mountain Park (HF). 

 Shorebirds sightings were few though the Ruff in 

the company of a horde of Greater Yellowlegs plus a 

Lesser Yellowlegs and a few Dunlin in the fields below 

Whetstone Pond on 4/5 (GS) was a highlight.  Too bad it 

didn’t stay for more than the day.  The Whimbrel at the 

Kirtland Ponds on 4/20 (GS) wasn’t bad either. 

 Other sightings of note include a Bank swallow at 

the Avenue G Pond on 4/8 (RB) and a singing Cassinôs 

Finch in Ashland on 4/17 (DA).  Purple Finch numbers 

have been high while Pine Siskin numbers are down.  

That’s it for the bird stock market report.  Oh yes, the Cal-

liope Hummingbird on Tolman Creek Road is with us 

again. 

 
Thanks to this month’s contributors including Dick Ash-

ford, Norm Barrett, Ralph Browning, Forrest English, 

Harry Fuller, Frank Lospalutto, Lisa Moore, Marjoprie 

Moore, Liz Northrup, Jeff O’Connell, Michael Parker, 

Maggi Rackley, Howard Sands, Gary Schaffer, and Eric 

Setterberg.  Deadline for contributions to the Field Notes 

in the summer edition of The Chat will be June 20. 

 

Field Notes:  The Changing Seasons 

Compiled by Stewart Janes 
 
March in April.  That’s what is felt like this year.  After the 

first flush of spring migrants including swallows, vultures, 

Rufous Hummingbirds and Orange-crowned Warblers in 

February, we usually have to exercise a little patience 

through March before the flood of spring migrants in April.  

They say patience is rewarded, but not this year.  April 

pretty much seemed like a continuation of March.  By the 

third week of April you can usually count on Western 

Kingbirds, Cassin’s Vireos, Black-throated Gray Warblers, 

Nashville Warblers, Bullock’s Orioles, Black-headed Gros-

beaks, and Pacific Slope Flycatchers all setting up territo-

ries.  Not this year.  The chill weather and snow in the foot-

hills kept our travelers in California for a bit of a layover. 

 There were a few hardy adventurers or fools de-

pending upon their fate.  Chipping Sparrows were along 

the Greenway in Medford on 4/3 and Cassinôs Vireos were 

seen on 4/4 (HS) and 4/5 (SJ). 

 

 Some other first reports include: 

Barn Swallow   4/2  FE 

Common Yellowthroat  4/7  JO, FE 

Cliff Swallow   4/7  JO,FE 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow   4/7              JO,FE 

Black-throated Gray Warbler 4/8  HS 

Wilson’s Warbler  4/9  LN 

Vaux’s Swift   4/13  DA 

Nashville Warbler   4/16  FL 

Western Kingbird   4/18  HS 

Black-headed Grosbeak  4/18  MR 

Bullock’s Oriole  4/20              HS 

Hermit Warbler   4/20  MP 

 

 The first dates aren’t particularly unusual.  It’s just 

that we had to wait a week or more for friends of these 

hardy souls to arrive. 

 Turkey Vultures continued to move north in num-

bers with the last kettles seen through the end of March 

(HF).  The last Sayôs Phoebe was reported on 4/4 (HS).  

The few Varied Thrushes that we did have in the valley 

this winter cleared out by 4/7 (LN).  A couple of stubborn 

Mountain Chickadees refused to head for the mountain 

chill and remained near Jacksonville until 4/20 (LN) and in 

Ashland through 4/24 (ES). 

And, of course, there was one more sighting of a Lazuli 

Bunting this winter.  This one was at the Jefferson Nature 

Center on 3/24 (JO) and had been there for awhile.  This 

makes about six individuals including males and females 

that attempted to overwinter in the valley. 
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Klamath National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive 

Planning Process: Klamath National Wildlife Ref-

uge is in the process of developing the Comprehen-

sive Conservation Plan which will guide refuge ac-

tivities for the next two decades. Klamath has also 

expressed a strong interest in strengthening connec-

tions with Audubon chapters across the State of Ore-

gon. The CCP process represents a critical opportu-

nity to ensure that one of the premier refuges in the 

west is restored to health and strengthen Audubon's 

connections with the refuge. 

 

April 2011 Update: Draft CCP will be released later 

this spring.  Oregon Audubon chapters should submit 

comments. 

 

Marine Reserves: In 2009 Audubon played a pivotal 

role in establishing the first marine reserves in Ore-

gon. In particular Audubon ensured that the needs of 

avian species were considered and incorporated into 

the Marine Reserve process. In 2011 we need to en-

sure that marine reserves are adequately funded via 

the state budget process and build upon our 2009 suc-

cess by expanding the marine reserve system during 

the 2011 legislature. 

 

April 2011 Update: A Marine Reserves Bill(HB 

2009) is moving forward in the 2011 Legislature. The 

focus of this legislation is funding the marine re-

serves that were designated in the 2009 session. The 

bill unfortunately contains a provision that would put 

a moratorium on designating new marine reserves for 

a decade. Audubon chapters are supporting the find-

ing but opposing the moratorium. 

 
Wind Power: Oregon Audubon Council supports the 

development of wind facilities at appropriate loca-

tions. However, the current lack of regulatory over-

sight of wind development and lack of comprehen-

sive planning for wind development in Oregon has 

led to a situation where development unnecessarily 

threatens wildlife populations and critical wildlife 

habitats. During the 2011 legislative session two bills 

may be introduced to address regulatory deficiencies: 

1) A bill to ensure that all significantly sized wind 

developments are permitted by the State Energy Fa-

cility Siting Council rather than the counties  

THE CONSERVATION COLUMN 

By Pepper Trail 

 

 
The Oregon Audubon Council is comprised of repre-

sentatives from all the Audubon chapters in the state, 

and works to promote the Audubon mission of pro-

tecting birds, their habitats, and fostering apprecia-

tion for the natural world.  The OAC recently held its 

spring meeting.  Here is a summary of selected high-

lights from that meeting, prepared by Bob Sallinger 

of Portland Audubon. 

 

 

Oregon Audubon Council 2010-2011 Conserva-

tion Priorities Update 

 

Important Bird Areas: Oregon's 97 designated Im-

portant Bird Areas (IBA's) represent the most impor-

tant locations in our state for bird nesting, resting and 

breeding.  Many chapters conduct protection, restora-

tion, monitoring and educational outreach activities 

at their local Important Bird Areas.   Important Bird 

Areas in Jackson County include Table Rocks, Den-

man Wildlife Area, the Siskiyou Crest area, and the 

Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument. 

 

April 2011 Update: National Audubon is looking at 

rearranging conservation priorities based on Flyways. 

Portland Audubon has made a recommendation that 

one of the flyway focuses be on bringing federal at-

tention to the most critical IBA Priorities in each 

state.  

 

Steens Mountain: Audubon played a central role in 

passing the Steens Act nearly a decade ago which 

protected vast areas of the Steen Mountain from de-

velopment. However, federal funding to acquire de-

velopment rights included in the Steens Act was 

never appropriated by Congress. This funding is criti-

cal to ensure that new development pressures on the 

mountain are not realized.  OAC is very concerned 

about proposed 

wind development within the Steens Mountain Coop-

erative Management Area (CMPA). 

 

April 2011 Update: Audubon continues to oppose 

wind development within the Steens CMPA. Nego-

tiations have continued but have not been productive. 

Litigation is increasingly likely to prevent this devel-

opment. No progress in congressional funding. 
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Senate on 4-7-11, with broad support including Port-

land and Lane County Audubon chapters, and no oppo-

sition. Continued support will be needed when it moves 

to the House Side. 

 

Wild Bird Conservation Act ("A Nickel for the 

Birds"): Legislation will be introduced during the 2011 

legislative session which will propose a 5 cent per 

pound fee on bird seed which will be used to fund 

avian conservation efforts in Oregon. By having birders 

contribute financially to statewide avian conservation 

efforts we will help ensure adequate and stable funding 

to protect the birds we so greatly enjoy and increase our 

leverage with the state fish and wildlife agency. Hunt-

ers and Fishermen have paid a tax on hunting and fish-

ing gear for the better part of a century--this provides 

the primary source of revenue for ODFW. This has re-

sulted in a disparity where the 88% of the species in 

Oregon which are not hunter or fished receive less than 

2% of the ODFW budget. The Wild Bird Conservation 

Act would provide approximately $2 million year 

which would be used to fund a single avian conserva-

tion coordinator at ODFW with the rest of the funding 

going into on the ground avian related restoration and 

education projects. The fund would have an oversight  

committee over conservation organizations and would 

have a sunset clause in 2017 to help ensure that it was 

appropriately administered.  The Act was developed by 

Portland Audubon, Backyard Bird Shops, and the 

Wildlife Society 

 

April 2011 Update:  The bill has not yet had a first 

hearing. 

Conservation column continued from page 4 
 

2) A bill that would define a "single wind facility" to 

keep developers from subdividing projects to avoid regu-

latory oversight. 

 

April 2011 Update: Audubon and Oregon Natural Desert 

Association introduced legislation that would define a 

single energy facility so that developers could not subdi-

vide facilities to avoid state permitting processes. There 

are also several bad wind bills in the 2011 session that 

Audubon chapters are working to kill or modify. 

 

Sage Grouse Protection: In 2010 the US Fish and Wild-

life Service determined that listing of the sage grouse 

under the Endangered Species Act is "warranted but pre-

cluded" due to lack of resources. Like the northern spot-

ted owl, the sage grouse represents not only a species but 

an entire imperiled ecosystem. All western states within 

the sage grouse's range are developing science-based 

plans to protect this species. Oregon sage grouse guide-

lines were supposed to go before the Oregon Department 

of Fish and Wildlife Commission in December 2010 for 

approval but were removed from the agenda under heavy 

pressure from wind developers and counties. Wide sup-

port is necessary to ensure that ODFW quickly adopts 

science-based guidelines and ensures adequate regulatory 

authority to enforce protections for sage grouse. 

 

April 2011 Update: The sage grouse plan will be brought 

before the ODFW Commission in May. The plan remains 

intact despite efforts by wind interests to weaken the 

plan. Audubon chapters should send letters of support. 

 

Raptor Protection Legislation: Despite the fact that it 

has been illegal since 1918, birds of prey continue to be 

illegally taken in Oregon. In 2009 Oregon Audubon 

played a lead role in passing legislation to increase pro-

tections for birds of prey in Oregon. The legislation spe-

cifically increased the amount of damages that the state 

could recover for illegal take of raptors from the former 

level of $50 to current levels of $2000-$5000 per bird. 

Legislation will be introduced to increase penalties (fines 

and jail time) associated with these crimes. 

 

April 2011 Update: Legislation was refined during Janu-

ary, February and March with involvement from Portland 

Audubon, Oregon Hunters, Oregon Trappers, Fish advo-

cacy groups, Humane Society of the United States and 

Republican legislators. The bill had its first hearing in the 

The Chat – May 2011  
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MONTHLY BIRD WALK WITH MURRARY ORR  

First Wednesday Each Month: Little Butte Creek Walk. Meet at 8:30 a.m. on TouVelle Road in the 

northeast section of tildlife Area near White City.  Leader: Murray Orr  857-9050***   Please contact 

Murray if you are willing to join him in organizing these bird walks.  He needs volunteers to help him open 

and close the gate, record observed species, and to lead the walks when he is not available. 
 

 

 

The Chat – May 2011 

 

Birdathon continued from page 2 
  

People were involved and the post-birding get-together 

at Bruno’s Pizza was lively.  I hope even more people will 

take part next year.   

We do not know how much money was raised for RVAS 

activities.  Birders, please contact your supporters and 

send your collected donations to RVAS.  The financial 

results will be published in the summer issue of the 

Chat. 

Thank you to everyone who took part and to all who sent 

donations.  

 
Photos:  Post Birdatbhon good times at Bruno’s 

Pizza.  

 

 

 

Sign up to receive easy notification of Chapter  

activities 

 
Your Audubon Chapter wants to be sure you are aware of 

upcoming field trips,  chapter meetings , the most recent 

edition of The Chat, and other items we post on-line.  Send 

an e-mail RogueValleyAudubon@gmail.com and ask to be 

added to the e-mail notification list.  And be assured, we 

will never share your e-mail address with any other organi-

zations.   

May 14 / 15 Field trip to the Oregon Coast: with Ron Ketchum:   There is a concern regarding 

the May 14 and 15 field trip to the Coast, since only three people have signed up to date.  I think we should 

have a minimum of ten and a maximum of 20 participants.  If you plan on joining this trip please contact me 

(rketchum@charter.net or 541-944-3072) ASAP. 

The exact itinerary for this trip won't be set until I have scouted the area, earlier in the week of May 8 to 

14, but the concept will be to stay in Lincoln City the nights of May 13 and 14.  We will meet at 8 AM on May 

14 at the Boiler Bay Wayside a few miles south of Lincoln City, and check out various spots and viewpoints 

between there and Newport.  One important stop will be Yaquina Head which has an excellent view of nesting 

rocks and feeding areas close by.   
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Riparian Outdoor School 
This years’ Riparian Outdoor School will again 

have our own Bob Quaccia giving classes to 

Medford Schools at Jefferson Nature Cen-

ter.  Volunteers are needed to help with field 

trips which take place after each class.  Class 

dates are April 21 & 26, May 3 and 12.  Each 

class is divided into a two hour morning ses-

sion and a two hour afternoon sessions and 

volunteers are needed for both.  This is a 

great component of our educational outreach 

programming  for elementary schools and 

teaches students about birds, bird nests and 

how to find them in the field.   

If you are interested in volunteering, contact 

Lynda Stevenson at 858-7048 OR by e-mail 

at lyndagarden@yahoo.com 
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Photo:  Bob Quaccia leads a class at the Riparian Out-

door School class. 
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The Chat -  November 2010 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROGUE VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY  

MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION /C HANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Town: __________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ________-______ 

 
Phone (optional): __________________ Email (optional): ________________________ 

 
(Rogue Valley Audubon Society will not share your information with any other organization.)  

 
Circle if this is for   NEW MEMBERSHIP     RENEWING  MEMBERSHIP     CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 

Would you like to receive a printed copy of The Chat, our newsletter, mailed to you (it is also available on line)?         
YES          NO 

Dues alone are not enough to support our many activities, environmental and education efforts. Please consider a 
contribution in addition to your  $20  membership. Your additional contribution may be tax deductible as RVAS is a 501 

(C) 3 organization. 

 
_____ Please check here if you wish your contribution to be anonymous. 

 
Mail this form with your check for  $20  RVAS dues and any contribution you wish to make, to: Rogue Valley Audubon 

Society, P.O. Box 8597, Medford, OR 97501 

The Chat – May 2011  

Rogue Valley Bird Day—May 14—North Mountain Park 
Rogue Valley Bird Day is the local celebration of International  Migratory Bird Day (IMBD), which celebrates 

one of the most important and spectacular events in the life of a migratory bird—its journey between winter-

ing and breeding grounds. This year’s theme, ―Go Wild, Go Birding!,‖ invites new birders to learn about birds and 

get involved in conservation efforts. Join us on Saturday, May 14, from 8:00am to noon, to celebrate! Enjoy… 

Wildlife Images exhibits, guided bird walks, shade-grown coffee, and a bird-calling contest for all ages. This 

outdoor event is admission-free and takes place at North Mountain Park, 620 N Mountain Avenue, Ashland. For 

more information visit... www.RogueValleyBirdDay.net or call the North Mountain Park Nature Center at 541-

488-6606. Pre-registration is not required for the program.  

 

June 9-12:  Birding Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
We will take a long weekend and see the breeding birds of Malheur, first set aside for conservation by Presi-

dent Teddy Roosevelt more than a century ago.  We’ll leave the Rogue Valley on the morning of Thursday, June 

9 and return home on June 12.  Out target species will include nesting Trumpeter Swans, Sandhill Cranes, Fer-

ruginous and Swainson’s Hawks, Black Terns, Franklin’s Gulls, Common Nighthawks, Bobolink, Eastern Kingbird, 

Burrowing Owl, Horned Lark, Brewer’s and Sage Sparrows, Loggerhead Shrike, and Sage Thrasher.  We will 

stay in the dorms at the Malheur Field Station which should cost us about $100.00 each.  There we can pre-

pare our own breakfasts and lunches.  We can have optional dinners at Diamond Hotel and at Frenchglen Hotel.  

We will carpool in four-wheel drive vehicles.  Harry Fuller and Ron Ketchum will be the field trip leaders.  

Please contact Ron Ketchum @ rketchum@charter.net or at 541-944-3072 if you are interested in attending, 

prior to May 1, 2011.  There will be a limit of 20 persons on this field trip. 
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Western Field Ornithologists Conference:  

Sierra Vista, AZ August 17-21, 2011 

  

If you've never been to southeast Arizona during the late summer season (or even if you have), this is 

an opportunity you won't want to miss. Besides a program of speakers and workshops, we will offer 

field trips to all the southeast Arizona hotspots looking for local specialties like Scaled and Monte-

zuma quail, Gray, Short-tailed, and Zone-tailed hawks, a dazzling variety of hummingbirds and fly-

catchers, Elegant Trogon, Red-faced Warbler, Cassin's, Botteri's, Rufous-winged, and Five-striped 

sparrows and much more.  

To register and see full details go to www.westernfieldornithologists.org and click on the 'Annual Con-

ference' banner in the middle of the page. You will probably want to download the Conference Details 

document and review before you begin registration. 

  

Remembering Bob Black – birding buddy. 
The Rogue Valley birding community lost a good guy on April 5 when Bob died in Ashland Community Hospital. 

 
Six years ago Bob decided to get serious about birding and determined that the way to improve his skills 

was to go out as often as possible with a group of people who were better at it than he was. 

 

To our little group of Wednesday regulars he offered his hearing (better than that of many in the 

group) and his ability and willingness to keep the list. He was in! 

 

Of course it was rudely pointed out to him that his superior hearing was of no use unless he knew what 

he was hearing so he signed up for classes and quickly became able to distinguish the call of a Mountain 

Chickadee from the sound made by the remote locking of a car door. 

 

He expressed his intention to ―bird his brains out‖ and he birded wherever and whenever he had the op-

portunity. Within a couple of years he had reached the rank of Pretty Good Birder, the highest rank 

available to the ever-modest ―Birding Buddies‖.  RVAS participants in the Wednesday walks will remem-

ber Bob diligently keeping the records to be entered into eBird. They may also remember that he served 

as RVAS Field Trips chair before his failing health compelled him to give that up. 

 

Bob was a man of strong likes and dislikes; he detested Dick Cheney and he loved the novels of Jane Aus-

ten. He was notoriously careless with his belongings, leaving enough clothing in other people’s cars to 

start a small thrift shop.  Anyone who took a long trip in a car with Bob remembers his hearty laugh, his 

equally hearty snore and the frequency with which he used his cell  phone to tell members of his fam-

ily that he loved them.  And everyone who birded with him will remember his enthusiasm, his humor 

and the grace and courage with which he bore his health problems.  

 

He will be much missed. 
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Participating in the Birdathon by Bob Hunter 
 

Rogue Valley Audubon Society’s annual Jackson County birdathon is always one of the highlights 

of my year.  Not that I should need an excuse for something I enjoy so much, but the birdathon 

provides the justification to make birding my highest priority for a few preparatory weeks, en-

suring that I will get out each spring and poke around looking for birds.   

 

Spring is an exciting time for birders.  Everything is changing quickly.  Wintering birds are leav-

ing, shorebird and songbird migrants are passing through, and migratory breeding birds are ar-

riving, looking for nest sites and nest mates. Every year it’s the same thrill to see that first 

yellowthroat, the first rufous hummingbird, the first grosbeak.  This year there was a songbird 

and shorebird fallout a few days before the birdathon.  As a result, our team had a great Friday 

evening of birding in a wonderful riparian area in Denman refuge along Little Butte Creek off 

Agate Road.  All of a sudden, warblers, vireos, and flycatchers were everywhere. 

 

Part of the fun is because birdathon is a team effort, and not only our team but the compet-

ing teams are made up of friends who are just as passionate about birding, which is often 

more of a solitary activity.  The birdathon is also an opportunity to get reacquainted with 

many of the county’s birding hotspots (and maybe to find new ones!) and birds.  It is great to 

go back each year to certain spots and get the same birds, sometimes roosting on the same 

twig.   

 

The birdathon is pretty much the only day each year I stay up late to go out searching for 

owls.  This year we had a northern saw-whet owl respond to a tape and then continue its inces-

sant single noted call for many minutes.  We camped out on Heppsie Mountain and awoke to a 

calling pygmy owl and mountain quail.  It was a great way to wake up, though a little chilly.  One 

year calling common poorwills kept us up most of the night. 

 

The birdathon also offers some friendly competition and it is always exciting to get together at 

the end of the day and learn what birds were seen and missed.  Every year there are great sight-

ings.  This year the Binasaurs saw a bank swallow and two years ago the Falcons saw a black-

throated sparrow.  The birdathon is so much fun that it is easy to forget its purpose is a fund-

raiser for RVAS education programs.  I am grateful that my spouse Gretchen hasn’t forgotten 

this, and tries to be as successful in getting pledges as our team tries to be in getting species, 

especially since getting the species is a lot more fun! 

The Chat – May 2011  

  



 

Page  11 

The Chat – May 2011  

  

 



 

Page  12 

  
 
 

US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT NUMBER 781 
MEDFORD, OR 97501 

 

THE CHAT 
 

Newsletter of the ROGUE VALLEY 

AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Post Office Box 8597 

Medford, OR 97501 DATED MATERIAL 

NON- PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION  

ROGUE VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Field Trips and Activities 

A series of field trips are offered by Klamath Bird Ob-

servatory (KBO) in the coming months.  Contact  

klamathbird.org for additional details on the following: 

 

May 7: Bird Walk & Wine Tasting in the Apple 

  gate Valley 

Special Events 

 

May 6-8: California Redwoods Bird and Nature  

  Festival (aleutiangoosefestival.org) 

May 7-8: Master Gardner Fair 

 

May 13-14: RVAS Field Trip to the Oregon Coast 
 

May 14: International Migratory Bird Day  

  Celebration in Ashland (www.birdday.org) 

  (see article on page 8 of this issue) 

 

June 9-10: Birding Malheur National Wildlife 
  Refuge 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Black 


