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Plan ahead:-next months program will 

be held April 26 at 7:00 pm and will 

feature a presentation by Dan Ulster, 

a local photographer who will be 

showing a number of his wonderful 

photographs.   
 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you 

 

RVAS would like to thank Judd Hurley for a 

successful winter season at Jefferson Nature 

Center/Project Feeder Watch.  Judd kept the 

feeders full, recruited volunteers, generated 

publicity and kept scrupulous notes.   

 
Judd keeping the feeder full and the birds happy.  

Thank you Judd. 

This month’s program–  
Tuesday, March 22, 7:00 pm 
 (Held at Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 2000 Oakwood Drive in Medford) 

 

“Wildflowers of Siskiyou County” 

presented by Bob Claypole 
 

Bob Claypole has lived on the Klamath River since 

1975.  He has spent 22 years as a fishing and 

whitewater guide and is currently the fire look-

out on Bolivar in Scott Valley.  Hs is one of the 

best sources of information on birds for this 

area.  His book, ―Klamath River Bird Finder‖ is 

the quintessential book on birds of this area. 

 

As an amateur naturalist and a keen observer of 

nature, his interests also include the beautiful 

flowers of this region.  This will be the topic of 

Bob‘s presentation.  As Bob will explain and illus-

trate, the region is a fascinatingly diverse area 

for plant life with many rare and endangered 

species.  As in his popular bird book, Bob will 

have detailed information on where to see these 

species in Siskiyou County, including the Siskiyou 

Crest, Kangaroo Lake and Lake Mt. Lookout 

(home to the northern-most foxtail pine) and 

many more. 
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RVAS Phone: 541-601-3963 

 

E-Mail Notification: Carol Palmer, 245-

9815 

E-mail monitoring: Sue Polich, 608-3802 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETINGS  

take place on the 1st Tues. of the month,  

Sept. through May, at 7 p.m., at Jefferson 

Nature Center, Medford.  

All members are welcome to attend.  

Correspondence to officers should be sent to 

P.O. Box 8597, Medford OR 97501  

 

 

  

 

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 

 
President, Alex Maksymowicz 482-1964  

maksboxl@gmail.com  

Vice-President, Open  

Secretary, Shelley Tanquary  535-3011 

tanquary08@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Kathy Simonsen 488-0055 

simonsen@mind.net 

Lynda Stevenson 858-7048  

Debi Blair 301-2296  

Bill Hering 488-5886  

Katy Reed 245-5095  

Jeff Tanner 646-8095  

Maggi Rackley 855-7935, imabrrrder@yahoo.com 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Annual Picnic Coordinators: Gaylene and Judd   

Hurley; -541-621-3196 

Birdathon 2011: Alex Maksymowicz (see above) 

Book Sales: Lynda Stevenson;- 

lyndagarden@yahoo.com 

Boy Scout Merit Badge (Birding): Judd Hurley; 

541-621-3918 

Chat Editor:  Kaethe Fulton; kaethefulton@msn.com 

CBC-Ashland: Harry Fuller; 488-8077 and John Bul-

lock; jas@opendoor.com 

CBC-Medford: Bob Hunter; 826-5569 

Conservation: Pepper Trail; 482-9594 

ptrail@ashlandnet.net  

Holiday Potluck and Raffle: Lynn Kellogg; 

kellogg.lynn@gmail.com 

Education: Lynda Stevenson 

lyndagarden@yahoo.com 

Field Notes: Stewart Janes 772-4595  

janes@sou.edu  

Field Trip Coordinator: Ron Ketchum  

rketchum@charter.net 773-2968  

Hospitality: Katy Reed 770-1104; 

wbumedford@qwestoffice.net 

Membership: Bill Hering  

Membership Database: Stan McIntosh  

535-2053 StanMc@isp.com  

Programs: Bob Quaccia 482-1143  

bquaccia@hotmail.com  

Publicity: Lynda Stevenson, 858-7048 

CHAPTER COMMUNICATIONS 
The Chat: chateditor@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Mary Sinclair, 772-2372, 

csinclair@alum.rpi.edu 
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    There is no President‘s Column this month.  Alex 

has generously donated his space to announce the 

details for the upcoming 2011 BIRDATHON    
 

WHEN:  Birdathon Day is Friday, April 29  

beginning at 6 pm until Saturday, April 30 at 6 pm.  

This year there will also be an extended period for 

birdathoners who want to take part but are not 

available on Birdathon Day.  The extended period 

runs from April 21 until April 30. The traditional 

competition for teams or individuals will take place 

on Birdathon Day.   

 

ORGANIZER:  Alex Maksymowicz.  He can be con-

tacted at 541-482-1964 or by e-mail at maks-

box1@gmail.com 

 

OBJECTIVE: To have fun and compete with other 

birders in counting bird species; to raise funds for 

RVAS educational programs and chapter operations; 

and to get together at the post-Birdathon dinner to 

compile and integrate sightings and see how well 

each team has done. 

 

A FEW RULES:  All species counts must take place 

during a single 24-hour window; you can break your 

count activities into two or more sessions, if you 

wish; all members of a team should stay in visual 

contact while their count activities are in process. 

 

Birdathon details continued on page 7 

The Chat –March 2011  
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Field Notes:  The Changing Seasons 

Compiled by Stewart Janes 
 

It’s been a relatively quiet month for birds in the Rogue 
Valley (and across Oregon if the postings on OBOL are any 
indication).  Despite the general lack of unusual birds, the 
first stirrings of spring are forcing themselves onto the val-
ley.  We can hope that migration will bring a little more 
excitement our way. 
 
Tree Swallows have been arriving in better than expected 
numbers for this early in the season.  The first flocks were 
noted on 1/26 at the Hammel Pond (GR) and remained 
through at least 2/1 (DR, MM,LM).  Others were at Den-
man and most recently (2/18) at Ashland Pond (KC).  The 
major influx is due in mid-March. 
 
Turkey Vultures have started to flood into the valley, too, 
right on schedule.  The first was reported on 1/30 at the 
Jefferson Nature Center (CP) with more following in the 
following two weeks (JO,MM,LM,BB,BH,FL). 
 
An early Cinnamon Teal was observed along the Talent 
Greenway on 1/20 (PT).  Other signs of spring include the 
start of Mountain Quail “singing” on 2/6 (FL) and dawn 
Robin serenades in the third week of February. 
 
Next up in the spring arrival parade are Rufous Humming-
bird.  I have no reports as of yet. 
 
Sandhill Cranes have been making a little more noise than 
usual as they pass high over the east side of the valley on 
their way to the muskeg of Alaska and Canada.  Flocks of 
up to 200 were reported from the Pilot Rock area, Shale 
City Road, Roxy Ann Peak and Eagle Point from 2/18-2/20 
(HF,CP,FL). 
 
Probably the most unusual sightings this month have been 
the number of warblers.  Small numbers of Yellow-
rumped Warblers are normal in winter and early migrant 
flocks are just beginning to appear.  It’s the others that are 
noteworthy.  The female Yellow Warbler at the Jefferson 
Nature Center on 1/30 was most unusual (CP).  A Town-
send’s Warbler or two is expected through the winter, but 
the three sightings scattered from Ashland Pond to Ored-
son-Todd Woods to the Ridge Road in Ashland from 1/28-
2/20 (KC,RK,FE) was out of the ordinary.  The Townsend’s 
Warbler in Oredson-Todd Woods was accompanied by an  
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even more unusual Hermit Warbler.  This is not the first  
report of a Hermit Warbler in the valley this winter or 
across Oregon.  Strange happenings.  The Orange-crowned 
Warbler in southwest Medford on 1/28 was a bit early but 
not that unusual (JH,GH). 
 
Several observers continue to mention the general lack of 
Lewis’s Woodpeckers this winter.  Others in short supply 
include Pine Siskins, Purple Finches, White-tailed Kites, 
Say’s Phoebes, and Varied Thrushes. 
 
Varied Thrush sightings have increased slightly this month 
though still sparse (MS,EL,CP,HF,FL).  About the only Say’s 
Phoebe reported is the one hanging around the Presbyte-
rian Church in Jacksonville (LN,AB,HB).  Another was in 
Ashland on 1/17 (JB). 
 
The hawks are getting frisky as nesting begins.  Normally 
indifferent to each other, Red-shouldered and Red-tailed 
Hawks are tussling over turf.  Liz Northrup noted an un-
usually aggressive interaction where two birds even locked 
talons.  Ferruginous Hawks have been scarce this winter, 
but one was observed near Eagle Point on 2/15 (NB).  An 
unusual Harlan’s (Red-tailed) Hawk was at Emigrant Lake 
on 2/6 (DA).  This Alaskan form of the Red-tailed Hawk is 
not often seen in the valley. 
 
Other sightings of note include the dependable White-
throated Sparrow at Ashland Pond (KC,HF) and one in 
southwest Medford (GH,JH), the Black-billed Magpies at 
the new site along Dead Indian Memorial Road between 
mileposts 6 and 7 (JO,JB), a Northern Shrike along Barnett 
Road on 1/25 (LM,MM), and a Yellow-shafted (Northern) 
Flicker in southwest Medford on 2/9 (JH,GH). 
 
Thanks to this month’s contributors including Dick Ash-
ford, Brian Barr, Norm Barrett, April Bower, Harvey Bower, 
John Bullock, Kate Cleland-Sipfle, Forrest English, Harry 
Fuller, Bob Hunter, Gaylene Hurley, Judd Hurley, Ron 
Ketchum, Edith Lindner, Frank Lospalutto, Lisa Moore, 
Marjorie Moore, Liz Northrup, Jeff O’Connell, Carol 
Palmer, Gwyneth Ragosine, Dave Roberts, Mo Swift, and 
Pepper Trail.  Deadline for contributions to the Field Notes 
in next month’s edition of The Chat is March 20. 
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 Eliminate funding for the development of the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 

Climate Service — a program to efficiently supply 

scientific data and information about climate change 

and its impacts. 

 Reduce or eliminate funding for dozens of clean 

energy and climate change-related programs across 

government agencies. 

Eliminate or reduce sources of international climate 

finance funding, inhibiting the U.S.’s ability to honor 

its international climate commitments. 

All told, the EPA’s budget would be decreased by 

about $3 billion, which is about 29% below 2010 

levels. 

In addition, the budget would remove federal protec-

tions for gray wolves, and turn management over to 

the states.  It would also: 

 

 eliminate funding to programs that support bird      

conservation, including State Wildlife Grants, 

North American Wetland Conservation Fund, 

and the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation 

Fund. 

 

 limit the use of funds to implement the Bureau of 

Land Management’s ―Wild Lands‖ policy estab-

lished under a December 2010 order by the Sec-

retary of the Interior. 

 

All these policies would do nothing to address the 

fundamental problems of the federal deficit, but 

would prevent the government from taking meaning-

ful action on climate change and many other vital 

environmental priorities. 

 

Fortunately, this is only the first step in what will 

undoubtedly be a long process of confrontation and – 

eventually – negotiation.  Stay informed and in-

volved! 

 

 

 

THE CONSERVATION COLUMN 

By Pepper Trail 

 

Beak Abnormalities:  an Emerging Bird Heath 

Crisis? 

A recent paper in the Auk, the journal of the Ameri-

can Ornithologists Union, reported on a startling epi-

demic of beak abnormalities among birds in Alaska:  

elongated, overgrown, or crossed beaks. A shocking 

17% of Northwestern Crows and more than 6% of 

Black-capped Chickadees in the populations studied 

were afflicted.  Alarmingly, this epidemic of ―avian 

keratin disorder,‖ as it’s called, appears to be spread-

ing south, with increasing reports from British Co-

lumbia and Washington state.  So far, the cause is 

mysterious - tests of affected chickadees have yet to 

reveal any potential bacterial, viral, or environmental 

cause.  

Two weeks ago, I got a call from Wildlife Images in 

Grants Pass.  They had just received a scrub jay with 

a severely overgrown beak.  This is the first such bird 

that they’d seen – at least in years.  Project Feeder-

watch, at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, is 

asking the public to send in records of ―avian keratin 

disorder‖ to document its spread and try to under-

stand its effects.  We sent in this record, and Wildlife 

Images is now on the lookout for birds with beak de-

formities. I encourage RVAS members to do the 

same.  If you observe any, please report the informa-

tion to Project Feederwatch – for more information, 

google ―project feederwatch beak abnormalities.‖ 

Anti-Environmental Budget Passed by House Re-

publicans  

As the winners are fond of saying, ―elections have 

consequences.‖  That fact has been brought home by 

the first draft of the budget recently approved by the 

new Republican majority in the House of Representa-

tives.  If enacted, that budget proposal would: 

 Prohibit the EPA from collecting information 

about the sources and amounts of global warming 

pollution and making this information available to 

the public. 

 Prohibit the EPA from setting limits on global 

warming pollution from power plants, factories and 

refineries, among the most significant sources of 

greenhouse gas pollution in the United States. 

 Prevent the United States from contributing to 

the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-

mate Change, the international body tasked with re-

viewing the most recent scientific and technical in-

formation on climate change. 

The Chat – March 2011  

  



The Chat November  2010 

Page  5 Page  5 

Rogue Valley Audubon Society 

2011 Birdathon April 30 

 
RVAS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, and all donations are tax deductible. 

Funds raised through Birdathon support our nature education and conservation 

work. 

 

BIRDATHON FACTS 

 
Who --  You and your friends/fellow birders (up to four per team) 

What --  Count as many birds as you can (at least two team members must identify    

  any bird for it to count) with all members of the group birding together. 

When -- April 29, 6 p.m. through April 30, 6 p.m. 

Where --  Anywhere in the Rogue Valley and the surrounding mountains. 

Why --  This is a very important fundraiser for Rogue Valley Audubon Society. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

2011 Birdathon - Plan to be a part of this important effort by: 

 

 Pledging your support to RVAS by raising funds through your own birding effort (by getting 

your family and friends to pledge a set amount per species seen or a lump sum donation); 

 Making a per species pledge to support the efforts of a team of "ace birders" who will canvas 

the county trying to out-bird one another to earn the title of "Team With Highest Number of 

Species Seen in 24 Hour Period in Jackson County"; or 

 Sending in a donation in the envelope enclosed in this month's Chat. 

   

 You can use the pledge sheet below to take part.  All donations are tax deductible 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 My tax-deductible donation of $___________ is enclosed. 

 I pledge $_____________ per species. 

 This pledge is for birds I will see myself. 

 This pledge is for birds seen by _______________ (name of Birdathon team or other 

 birder). 
Thank you for your support 

 
Address:  RVAS  P.O. Box 8597   Medford, OR   97501 

The Chat – March 2011  
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Birdathon 2011 Species Observed  

(Use this space to keep track of your sightings) 

 
___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ __________________ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

BIRDERS 

 
Ask your supporters to pledge an amount for each species you see during Birdathon. Record the 

amounts and let us know the number of species you observe.  

Please mail in your collected donations to the address on the reverse side.  

      (There is an addressed pledge envelope enclosed in this edition of The Chat.) 

 

Pledge Record 

Donor Amount Pledged x Number of Birds Reported = Total Donation 
 _____________________ ___________ x _____________ = __________ 

 _____________________ ___________ x _____________ = __________ 

 _____________________ ___________ x _____________ = __________ 

 _____________________ ___________ x _____________ = __________ 

 _____________________ ___________ x _____________ = __________ 

 
Telephone (optional)________________________  E-mail (optional)_____________________________________________ 

 

 

The Chat – March 2011 
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Riparian Outdoor School 
 

This years‘ Riparian Outdoor School will again have our own Bob Quaccia giving classes to Medford 

Schools at Jefferson Nature Center.  Volunteers are needed to help with field trips which take place 

after each class.  Class dates are April 21 & 26, May 3 and 12.  Each class is divided into a two hour 

morning session and a two hour afternoon sessions and volunteers are needed for both.  This is a great 

component of our educational outreach programming  for elementary schools and teaches students 

about birds, bird nests and how to find them in the field.   

Birdathon details continued from page 2 
 

TEAM CATEGORIES: 
 

Competitive Birdathon Day count 

Single-day count by a team of birders 

Single day count by an all-ladies team 

Single-day count by an individual, duo, couple, 

family, etc. 

Single-day count in a fixed location (e.g., 

backyard) 

Single day count using only bicycle or foot 

travel. 

Birders can also suggest a category which 

fits their team keeping in mind a rule of mar-

keting is to be first in some distinct cate-

gory.  The winner/winners in each category 

will be acknowledged at the post-Birdathon 

dinner, in the Chat, and on the RVAS website. 

 

TEAM NAMES 

 
Each team or individual birder is encouraged to find 

just the right name by which they want to be identi-

fied,  The Masked Booby, The Lone Tanager . . . You 

get the idea.  A contest to come up with the 

‗catchiest‘ team name is also a part of this year‘s 

event.  The winning name will be determined by a 

voice vote at the post-Birdathon dinner.  Send your 

special name and the names of any team members, 

including the leader, to Alex as soon as possible. 

Editor’s Note:  The editor apologizes for the late deliv-

ery of the March issue of The Chat.  The delay was 

unavoidable due to a number of computer problems. 
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Bird Walks 
First Wednesday Each Month: Little Butte Creek Walk. Meet at 8:30 a.m. on TouVelle 

Road in the northeast section of the Denman Wildlife Area near White City.      Leader: 

Murray Orr  857-9050*** 

 

Please contact Murray if you are willing to join him in organizing these bird walks.  He needs volunteers to help 

him open and close the gate, record observed species, and to lead the walks when he is not available. 

 
Sign up to receive easy notification of Chapter  

activities 

 
Your Audubon Chapter wants to be sure you are aware of 

upcoming field trips,  chapter meetings , the most recent 

edition of The Chat, and other items we post on-line.  Send 

an e-mail RogueValleyAudubon@gmail.com and ask to be 

added to the e-mail notification list.  And be assured, we 

will never share your e-mail address with any other organi-

zations.   

The Chat – March  2011  

Upcoming field trips and events of special interest 
 

March 19:  Trip to Whetstone Savannah 
We will meet at 8:30 am for a field trip to Whetstone Savannah and then make time for a stop at Medford 

Airport to see if we can find wintering Short-eared owls.  We hope to find wintering raptors, beat the 

bushes for some unusual sparrows and enjoy the mixture of grasslands and oak woodland habitats at Whet-

stone.  Stay tuned for meeting place details in next issue. 

 

April 23:  Field Trip to Whitehorse County Park in Grants Pass 
Join leader Vince Zauskey to look for resident birds, early migratory warblers and other species at White-

horse County Park, Grants Pass.  Plan to look and listen for Red-shouldered Hawks, Brown Creepers, Pileated 

Woodpeckers, Orange-crowned Warblers and whatever else that flies our way.  This will be a 1/2 day trip. 

Meet at 8 AM, at the Taco Bell side of the Fred Meyer Parking Area, Hwy 62, Medford for Carpooling. 

Bring a lunch for eating at Whitehorse Park, if you wish.  If you have questions call Vince at home 541-

482-035 or at work 541-552-2317 

 

May 13 & 14: Field Trip to the Central Coast—Led by Ron Ketchum  
We will base out of Lincoln City and bird in both directions from there. Plan to spend both the 13th and 14th 

in local motels at a minimum. Hotel options and other details are available from Ron at rketchum@charter.net 

or at 541-944-3072. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROGUE VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Town: __________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ________-______ 

 
Phone (optional): __________________ Email (optional): ________________________ 

 
(Rogue Valley Audubon Society will not share your information with any other organization.) 

 
Circle if this is for   NEW MEMBERSHIP    RENEWING MEMBERSHIP    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 

Would you like to receive a printed copy of The Chat, our newsletter, mailed to you (it is also available on line)?         
YES          NO 

Dues alone are not enough to support our many activities, environmental and education efforts. Please consider a 
contribution in addition to your $20 membership. Your additional contribution may be tax deductible as RVAS is a 501 

(C) 3 organization. 

 
_____ Please check here if you wish your contribution to be anonymous. 

 
Mail this form with your check for $20 RVAS dues and any contribution you wish to make, to: Rogue Valley Audubon 

Society, P.O. Box 8597, Medford, OR 97501 

The Chat – March 2011  

Rogue Valley Bird Day—May 14—North Mountain Park 
Rogue Valley Bird Day is the local celebration of International  Migratory Bird Day (IMBD), which celebrates 

one of the most important and spectacular events in the life of a migratory bird—its journey between winter-

ing and breeding grounds. This year‘s theme, ―Go Wild, Go Birding!,‖ invites new birders to learn about birds and 

get involved in conservation efforts. Join us on Saturday, May 14, from 8:00am to noon, to celebrate! Enjoy… 

Wildlife Images exhibits, guided bird walks, shade-grown coffee, and a bird-calling contest for all ages. This 

outdoor event is admission-free and takes place at North Mountain Park, 620 N Mountain Avenue, Ashland. For 

more information visit... www.RogueValleyBirdDay.net or call the North Mountain Park Nature Center at 541-

488-6606. Pre-registration is not required for the program.  

 

June 9-12:  Birding Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
We will take a long weekend and see the breeding birds of Malheur, first set aside for conservation by Presi-

dent Teddy Roosevelt more than a century ago.  We‘ll leave the Rogue Valley on the morning of Thursday, June 

9 and return home on June 12.  Out target species will include nesting Trumpeter Swans, Sandhill Cranes, Fer-

ruginous and Swainson‘s Hawks, Black Terns, Franklin‘s Gulls, Common Nighthawks, Bobolink, Eastern Kingbird, 

Burrowing Owl, Horned Lark, Brewer‘s and Sage Sparrows, Loggerhead Shrike, and Sage Thrasher.  We will 

stay in the dorms at the Malheur Field Station which should cost us about $100.00 each.  There we can pre-

pare our own breakfasts and lunches.  We can have optional dinners at Diamond Hotel and at Frenchglen Hotel.  

We will carpool in four-wheel drive vehicles.  Harry Fuller and Ron Ketchum will be the field trip leaders.  

Please contact Ron Ketchum @ rketchum@charter.net or at 541-944-3072 if you are interested in attending, 

prior to May 1, 2011.  There will be a limit of 20 persons on this field trip. 
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Western Field Ornithologists Conference:  

Sierra Vista, AZ August 17-21, 2011 

  

If you've never been to southeast Arizona during the late summer season (or even if you have), this is 

an opportunity you won't want to miss. Besides a program of speakers and workshops, we will offer 

field trips to all the southeast Arizona hotspots looking for local specialties like Scaled and Monte-

zuma quail, Gray, Short-tailed, and Zone-tailed hawks, a dazzling variety of hummingbirds and fly-

catchers, Elegant Trogon, Red-faced Warbler, Cassin's, Botteri's, Rufous-winged, and Five-striped 

sparrows and much more.  

To register and see full details go to www.westernfieldornithologists.org and click on the 'Annual Con-

ference' banner in the middle of the page. You will probably want to download the Conference Details 

document and review before you begin registration. 

 Siskiyou Field Institute 

 
The latest version of the Siskiyou Field Institute‘s schedule of courses is out and course informa-

tion is available at www.thesfi.org.  Courses offered in April are the following: 

 
Leave No Trace Trainer Course: Dates: April 9 & 10,  Instructors:  Leave No Trace staff 

This course emphasizes skills and techniques essential to Leave No Trace outdoor ethics and educa-

tion. This two-day course is designed for individuals who will be teaching Leave No Trace Awareness 

Workshops. Through classroom discussions, lectures and a two-day outing trip, this course will cover 

the seven Leave No Trace principles and discuss outdoor ethics, as well as give participants the 

tools and techniques for disseminating low-impact skills to recreationists.  Fee: $100.00 

 

Birding Lake Selmac:   Date: April 30th,  Instructors: Romain Cooper and Dennis Vroman 

This course is timed to catch the beginning of spring bird migration, and will focus on bird identifi-

cation, bird/habitat relationships and the seasonal distribution of the bird species encountered at 

Lake Selmac and nearby habitats. We can expect to see a nice variety of species including water-

fowl, resident land birds and early spring migrants. Bring your binoculars and a lively sense of curi-

osity!  Fee: $50.00 

 

Ecological History of the Klamath-Siskiyous: A Landscape Approach: Date: April 31/May 1 

The Klamath-Siskiyou Mountains are renowned for their complex and diverse ecosystems. What 

makes this area so unique? What happened to create this fascinating landscape? Unravel the mys-

teries of the Klamath Geological Province with ecologist Tom Atzet, PhD and geologist John Roth, 

MS. Discover how the interaction of plant species with the soils, geology and climate has given rise 

to the unique ecosystems found in the area and examine the influence of disturbances on the char-

acteristics of our forests.  Fee: $100.00 
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Are mouse and rat poisons killing the birds and animals that do the job for free? 
 

Rodent poison baits like ―Just One Bite‖ may kill the rats, mice, and squirrels that are driving you 

crazy, but they may also kill owls, hawks, dogs, cats, and coyotes, who are already killing your rats and 

mice for free.  During the several days it takes the target species to die, they are slow-moving and 

more easily-caught, thus increasing the chance that predators higher in the food chain will eat them.  

And they‘re still toxic even after they‘re dead. The way rodenticides work is by concentrating in the 

liver, and causing the animal to slowly bleed to death in about 4 days. What the labels don‘t tell you is 

that these poisons also sicken and kill anything that eats the animals that eat the poison, according to 

a quick Google search that turned up 3 peer-reviewed studies (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/

pubmed/19826750). 

 

There‘s also the accidental ingestion problem.  I wish I could forget the day I happened to catch our 

dog, Ruthie, in the act of wolfing down what turned out to be rat poison.  Dad had some ―Just One 

Bite‖ bars in the shop to control rats and mice, and somehow a rat or squirrel had apparently dragged 

some bait out of its hiding place, where Ruthie found it.  Fortunately I knew how to make her vomit 

(see footnote), and after a terrifying trip to the vet, she turned out to be just fine.  Me, I still have 

nightmares. 
 

So, what to do?  Nothing‘s as easy as tossing around a few boxes or bars of Just One Bite from any 

local hardware or feed store, but the consequences are appalling.  It‘s not that difficult to exclude 

mice and rats from many buildings, using steel wool, hardware cloth, and expanding foam insulation 

(supposedly rats chew through but I haven‘t had that happen).  Barns and shops are more challenging.  

A barn owl family eats about 3,000 rodents a year, and they seems to love the most unhospitable-

looking nest boxes (we have three breeding pairs in nest boxes stuck up on posts on only 8 acres, and 

they each raise 2- 3 broods each year).  Habitat to encourage hawks and coyotes can help, if that‘s an 

option.  Mouse traps and rat traps are very effective with a little peanut butter, and we also use live 

traps with a little peanut butter and sunflower seeds (don‘t ask what happens after we catch them).  

There are also the sticky traps that are just too heart-rending for some of us, since unsticking them 

and taking them to the home of someone you don‘t like just isn‘t an option. 

Note: how to make your dog vomit.  First, try not to panic.  There is a dog poison control hotline (e.g., 

ASPCA 888/426-4435).  Also, it takes awhile for the poison to get out of their stomachs.  Use a tur-

key baster and 3% hydrogen peroxide (the kind you use for your skin, not for your hair!), 1 tsp of 3% 

peroxide per 10 pounds of dog – e.g., 1 tablespoon for a 30-pound dog.  I was so terrified I gave our 50 

lb dog a quarter cup but all that did was make her puke a lot, which the vet said was the point, after 

all.  For more info, see http://www.ehow.com/how_2212541_make-dog-vomit-using-hydrogen.html. 

Submitted by Gretchen Oosterhout Hunter 
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Field Trips and Activities 

A series of field trips are offered by Klamath Bird Ob-

servatory (KBO) in the coming months.  Contact  

klamathbird.org for additional details on the following: 

March 12: Bird Walk to Agate Lake 

March 12: Hawk Field Trip 

April 2: Bird Walk to Lily glen, Hyatt & Howard 

  Prairie Lakes 

April 9: Bird Walk to Lower Table Rock 

May 7: Bird Walk & Wine Tasting in the Apple 

  gate Valley 

Special Events 

April 14-20: Godwit Days Celebration in Arcata CA 
  (www.godwitdays.com) 

April 23: Earth Day Celebration at Scienceworks 

  in Ashland (www.roguevalleyearthday.net) 

May 6-8: California Redwoods Bird and Nature  

  Festival (aleutiangoosefestival.org) 

May 14: International Migratory Bird Day  

  Celebration in Ashland (www.birdday.org) 

  (see article on page 8 of this issue) 

 

Calendar  (See RVAS website for addi-

tional details (roguevalleyaudubon.org) 
 

March 19:  Whetstone Savannah Field Trip 

March 22:  Chapter Program Meeting 

April 6:       First Wednesday Bird Walk 

April 23:   Whitehorse County Park 

April 26:     Chapter Program Meeting 

May 6/7:   Trip to the coast 

June 9/10: Birding Malheur National Wildlife 

           Refuge- 

 

 

 

 


