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This Monthos Program ARLg Tips add Bird Walks

Whatds All The Singing MBeuwt Suingwith Vince Zauskey

Wonderful opportunity for a small group to see and hear
the owls that inhabit the Rogue Valley and surrounding

. . . areas with local owl expert Vince Zauskey and BLM Ash-
For all the years people have been listening to bird SONGnnd Resource Area blologlst Steven Godwin.
itds amazing how Ilittle we abo what 6s being c
municated to whom. Recent studies of the song of IocalGrOIJp W'” meet at 3: 30 p m at Jefterson Nature Center

_ ' 9 and owling should f|n|sh at approxmately 9:30 p.m. in the
Hermit, Blackt hr oat ed Gr ay, and 1dc8) M‘ﬁ&ﬁtaﬁng War bl by

Stewart Janes and his research collaborator, Lee Ryder**z?._r
L o L . . L IeELD TRIP LIMITED TO 12 PARTICIPANTS **
providing new insights into just what is being said in the

forest. You might be surprised at some of the findings. See page 2 for important details regarding this reservation
only field trip.

Presented by Stewart Janes

Stewart will also help you to distinguish the songs of these

often confusing species during his presentation this mong¢€ page 3 for dates of regusaxp wALKs, 1st Wed.

and 3rd Sun. of almost every month.
Stewart Janes is a Biology professor at Southern Oregon Univer-

sity and a longtime member of the Rogue Valley Audubon Soci-
ety. He has compiled the Field Notes for The Chat for many
years and contributes a monthly column to the Maibune

BIRDATHON APRIL 24 !l

Form your teams. Sign up your pledges. Plot your

strategy. DO IT NOW ! Sign up for e-mail notification of activities

The 2010 RVAS Birdathon (6 p.m. Aprll 23to 6 p.m. Ther eds an easy way t o ble r
April 24) is fast approaching. This is an important trips, Chapter meetings, and the most recent publicatipn of
fundraiser. I f you cano || The @Hatlonlifel Pedd afmailfasSkindithat yeusb&laddeg mb
make a generous pledge in support of your chosen to the notification list. We will never share youmail

team. address with any other organization. Send your requegst to:

See pgs. 40 for pledge forms and species tally lists. RogueValleyAudubon@gmail.com
Record total for the RVAS Birdathon is 152 species in

one24hour period. Last yegros winngpao tfba!l was 144,

Contact Birdathon organifgler edh?ldro'ghe‘&hl]-qeslOféh?momhl—aute76’ai“'l hel p
. . irst Presbyterian Church

your organize your team. Email Harry at 8th and Holly, Medford.

anzatowhee @yahoo.com. Enter from the parking lot side of the church.
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OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
DETAILS OF OWLING FIELD TRIP
President, Alex Maksymowicz 482-1964

~ maksboxl@gmail.com To sign up for the Saturday, April 17, owling field
V'Ce'gg%i%i%t |§%3§Z§he$’f<g§%rﬁoo.com trip with Vince_ Zauskey, call him no later than
Secretary, Gaylene Hurley 621-3196 Thursday, April 15, at 541 -482-0235 and leave a
gaylenehurley@charter.net message with your full name and phone number.
Treas(‘:iri(re]gla'}/lrgglﬁlrgcrlgredz72-2372 Vince WILL NOT call you back if you are one of the
Debi Blair 3012296 12 participants who are signed up. He WILL call
- H‘iﬁ%&tzggg’%%ma”-com you back if there are no places on the trip avail-
williamhering@ashlandhome.net able.
Sue I;%Ig:ggosgohch@charter.net Also, if the weather report calls for rain, Vince may
Katy Reed 2455095 CANCEL at late notice and notify all signed  -up par-
wbumedf_ord@qwestoffice.net ticipants.
Jeff Tanner jtannerl1349@yahoo.com
6468095 Group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at the Jefferson Nature
COMMITTEE CHAIRS Center parking lot (2931 S. Pacific Hwy) in Medford
Birdathon: Harry Fuller 4888077 where they will be joined by BLM Ashland Resource
anzatowhee@yahoo.com Area biologist Steve Godwin.

Conservation:Pepper Trail 4829594

ptrail@ashlandnet.net The trip will begin with observation of a local Great

Education: Sue Polich Horned Owl nest. Group will then journey to Dead
Field Notes: Stewart Janes 7724595 Indian plateau to search for Great Gray Owls before
janes@sou.edu dark.
Field Trip Coordinator:Ron Ketchum
rketchum@charter.net 54173-2968 After dark, theydll be 1ister
Hospitality: Gaylene &Judd Hurley to Vinceds expert call s. N o

621-3918 gaylenehurley@charter.net
Membership:Bill Hering
Membership DatabaseStan Mclintosh Please bring a flashlight, a snack and drinking wa-

5352053 StanMc@isp.com ter, good walking shoes, and layers of clothing in

Mailing: Judd Hurley 621-3918 e . .
n n of nighttime temperatures.
Newsletter: Jeff Tufts 7344836 anticipation of nighttime temperatures

chateditor@gmail.com Owling should finish by approximately 9:30 p.m. to
ProgramsBob Quaccia 4821143 return home.

bquaccia@hotmail.com
WebmastersMary Sinclair 7722372

csinclair@alum.rpi.edu

Seldom seldom@99west.com
Phone lineMarjorie Moore 5355138

promises a fascinating adventure.

BOARD MEETINGS
take place on the 1st Tues. of the month,
Sept. through May, at 7 p.m., at either
North Mountain Park , Ashland, or
Jefferson Nature Center, Medford.
All members are welcome to attend.
Correspondence to officers should be sent to
P.O. Box 8597, Medford OR 97501
Phone: 732473 (734BIRD) BARRED OWL SCREECH OWL

Page?
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Bird Walks

R First Wednesday Each Month:Little Butte Creek Walk

Direction® notenew starting pointMeet at 8:30 a.m. on TouVelle Road in the northeast section of the Denman
Wildlife Area near White City.

Leader Denny Niebuhr, 485589 orrogueden@ashlandhome.net
Wednesday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noteimethe

April 7 July 7
May 5 August 4
June 2 September 8

R Third Sunday Each Month: Ashland Section of Bear Creek Greenway

Directions Meet at the Ashland Dog Park, north end of Helman Street. Start out at 8:00 a.m. Wind up around noon.
The walk is along the level paved trail that follows Ashland Creek and then Bear Creek.

Leader Harry Fuller, 4888077. (Note: Jeff Tufts, 734836, email tallahto@aol.com, will lead the April 18 walk.)

Sunday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noteddhahe

April 18 June 20
May 16 July 18

Wild Birds Unlimited

Owner 0 Katy Reed

Your Backyard
Birdfeeding Specialist

No -waste seed for the wild birds! Birdfeeders
Bird Houses and much more! 11470 Highway 66 - Ashland, OR 97520
And much more! 541.482.0614 - Email: info@greenspringsinn.com
712 Crater Lake Avenue 770 -1104 www.greenspringsinn.com
(Across from Providence Medical Center)
Mon -Fri 9:30 -6:00, Sat 9:30 -5:00 [ —~ag

The Chat is published monthly, September through May,
with a double issue December/January, and one issue in summer.
Editor - Jeff Tufts
Your contributions are welcomed. Please send them to Jeff at 1540 So. lvy St.,Medford, OR 97501
or e-mail them to chateditor@gmail .com
Deadline for the next issue is April 20.
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e 52y QG 0SS &aKeé | o02dzi LRa
l
NEW MESSAGE BOARD ALS0A I T2 32 FKSER IyR
With the arrival of the remodeled and expanded Rogue  seen some very common bird(s) do something
Valley Audubon website (and thanks to Mary Sinclair unusual, tell us about that, too. The more
for all of her hard work in getting this accomplished) people post, the more valuable it becomes to
comes a new Message Board for posting bird sightings alllocal birders.

and other items of interest to local birders. e Include the species name(s) in the subject line
2dzNJ LI2Aa0 Q2N SYI Af

From the home page -olfi RV Srepeét?héasrpe%les In&me th th8 Bod df the
direct link to Rogue Valley Birds, hosted by Google post.

Groups. Although obviously different in appearance

from the old message board, the new one offers more © LF ©2dQNE KF@AYy3 Fye LJ

Valley Birds message board, enwdubtedi-

features and is usérendly for both posting and read- tor@gmail.conor gwynethr@mind.newith
ing. guestions or suggestions.
On the home page for Rogue Valley Birds is an intro- UPCOMING KBO EVENTS

duction that includes suggestions and explanations H1a 3 _KBO Bird Walk & Wine Tasting in the Applegate

should be of interest to all who use the message bO&Eﬂiey Join KBO for a birding and wine tasting tour in the

Applegate Valley. Bird for the first three hours then visit Cow-
Take the time to read it. horn Vineyard.. Meet at Northwest Nature Shop (Ashland) at
8:00 A.M. Leader: David MacHamer, KBO member & volun-
teer. To register, call 54482-3241.

e When you sign in to Rogue Valley Birds, simply

dza S @&2dzNJ FANRG | YR f Apdl i - KD BifdvalkiioyLowér Katffe Raiky” At thfde Y S
b Th d il add is all i miles of walking on gentle terrain. Meet at Wild Birds Unlim-
OX. at and your email address Is all it ited (Medford) at 8:00 A.M. Leader Frank Lospalluto, KBO

takes. No need for a separate password. contrack biologist, member and voluteer. To register call 541
770-1104.

e LT 22dzQNB | FNBIjdzSyd dzaSNXNBIFRSNJ 2F w23dzS I tfSe

Birds, right click on the RVB home pdgecreate April15--6Bi r di f y 0 --Pabitatlian@eapingéon
. Birds. KBO staff member provides instruction at the North
a direct shortcut from your desktop. Mountain Park event. From 7 to 8 P.M. Cost $5.00 Registra-

R . tion requited. Register onling gt ashlandgadcware.conor
e LT 282dzONB 2y S 27F ( KScalfthga ailird CenerhtNdRSSE o K2 Aa | a

photographer and you have your own website
O
THW’E

Here are a few additional tips and suggestions:

for photos or use one of the many pheto
v_

sharing sites (Flickr, SmugMug, etc.), shar
NATURE SHOP

your work with RVB users by providing a lin
* Birdfeeding, Natural History, Science Toys ,

to your site along with a post. You may als{z
post a photograph directly.
154 Oak St. Ashland, OR Jl ‘M
L@p il Wd \U Ul

¢ If you have friends, caorkers or family ’
members who have an interest in birding, t4g!
them about the new message board and eryg
courage them to use it (include a link to RV |
in an email).

(541) 482-3241
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Field Notes: The Changing Seasons
That 6s about all theMagh ayer
Compiled by Stewart Janes Now we get to wait for the main event starting about the
middle of April when the floodgates open and all of Mex-
ico is loosed upon the valley. ThAenerican Robinsand

What an odd year. A cold early December was followed Spotted Towheeshat are now singing in my yard are
by a warm January and February. March has finally seewonderful, but I look forward to the full spring chorus.
snow in the mountains. And there has not been nearly
enough precipitation of any color. So what do the birds

make of all this confusion? Apparently, not much. To be honest, other have already joined the chorus. The

list as of midMarch includesMourning Doves, Eurasian
Coll ared Doves, Annaéyed Humm

TheTurkey Vultures showed up on time. The scattered Juncos, House Finches, Purple Finches, House Spar-
individuals that apparently overwintered with us were ~ rows, Oak Titmice, and if you ventured into the forest,

joined by the more traditional migrants startinginthe middut t ond.s ViHutetoends Vireos ng
dle of February. The first kettles of 15 and3bwere other forest birds.

seen on 2/28 (JH) and 3/4 (MT), respectively. As of-mid

March they were becoming common in the valley. Stay

tuned. The big push is still to come. The December cold spell chased many waterfowl from the

valley, and the numbers have never rebounded. Single
Snow Geesavere observed on 3/5 and 3/6 (NB,SJ), one at

Then there are thEree Swallows They first showed up Hammil Pond and the other in Dark Hollow. &lrm-

in January, and they have been gradually building in nuniton Goldeneyesvere on Keene Creek Reservoir on 2/17
bers since. Sizable flocks have been seen over and neatdB). AWestern Grebewas at Willow Lake on 2/21

the Rogue River since 2/10 (HF,EL,JB), but the chill  (NB).

weather has slowed them up. | have yet to see flocks | must have been inside on 2/22. | missed the hundreds of
along the Greenway suggesting many remain to push ov&anghill Cranesthat passed over the valley on that day.
the Siskiyous and into the valley. They should be spread=|ocks were seen over the Colestine, Emigrant Lake and

ing out and searching for nesting sites before the end of | gwer Table Rock (FL,HF). Their normal route is a bit
March. Violet-green Swallowshave also started to ap-  farther east through the foothills.

pear in mixed flocks with Tree Swallows at Denman on

3/10 (HF). Cont 6d on Page 6

Rufous Hummingbirds also arrived right on schedule.

Males visited several feeders across the valley on 2/28
(though not mine) including the feeder of Maggi Rackley
up Sardine Creek. The first female was seen 3/9 (HS).

ALLEN G. DRESCHER, P.C. Attorney At Law

Orange_crowned Warblers are another Species that typ|_ MC[nbcr, National /‘\Ci](lcn]y of Elder Law A([()rl]cys
cally makes an appearance in March. Only one has beg¢n

reported so far. This one was on the Greenway on 2/24 . . :
(JT). With the first warm weather there will be more. 21 South 2nd Street (541) 482-4935

PO. Box 760 Fax (541) 482-4941
Ashland, OR 97520 drescheral@aol.com
Osprey are also beginning to appear. Two were observid

in the Gold Hill area on 3/7. www.ashlandoregonlawyer.com

Pageb
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Cont 6d from Page 5 The State of the Birds: 2010
Thenewlyr el eased AThe State
Wintering Red-tailed Hawks and others are moving Repor't on Climate Changeo

north. Our local birds are considering their options. viewing and download at the following website:
There has been some activity about the nests, but I am http://www.stateofthebirds.orgThis report is a col-
concerned that the activity has waned. The colder weatgjoration between multiple birding, conservation,
may be slowing them down, but | fear that meadow mouggd governmental organizations, including the

numbers may be low causing many to debate whether taudubon Society and Klamath Bird Observatory
attempt to rear young this year. Onthe brightsidelhav&| so see this mont hds Cons

learned of thre®Red-shouldered Hawknests already.

One is at Emigrant Lake (SS,LP), another along Colver

Road and the third, of all places is about 100 feet from my

house in an oak. Great Gray Owl was observed along

Emi grant Creek Road at about 401
not aware of previous sightings in this area.

Our relucta.nt wintering birds are still scarééaried RVAS Goes To The Coast

Thrushesdid show up on Roxy Ann on 3/4 (JT) and near

the Medco Pond on 3/11 (NB). A feRine Siskins Join field trip leader Ron Ketchum and other RVAS
paused in Eagle Point on 3/8. members on a special trip to the Oregon coast Saturday,

May 8, and Sunday May 9. This is a great opportunity to
see birds that rarely make it into the Rogue Valley.
ASay 06s IBstilbvathus at Denman as of 3/10 (HF

as is awhite-throated Sparrow along Gold Ray Road on
3/4 (RB).

)I'he group will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday at Face

Rock State Overlook parking area on Beach Loop Road

in Bandon and weol | bird un
we ol | meet at 8: 00 a.m. at

Black-billed Magpies were seen once again along DeadR1 vVer si de Drive NE and we?dl

Indian Memorial Road near mile post 6 (JB). Thisis a The Bandon Inn (80826-0209) offers to RVAS mem-
relatively new colony in the valley. bers a 10% discount off the
Table Rock Motel (80@57-9141) offers two nights for
the price of one at their A

Other sightings of note include singiMarsh Wrensat |, ot i o ns ear | y as this is Mo

Denman on 3/10 (HFJ);ri -colored Blackbirds along Ball _ o _ ' _
Road on 2/25 (NB) andMdorthern Mockingbird along If you would like to join other birders for dinner on Fri-

the Greenway at Table Rock Road (RB). day and/or Saturday, or if you are interested in joining a
carpool, email or call Bill Hering for details.

williamhering@ashlandhome.n&41-488-5886
Thanks to this monthés contributors including Norm |
rett, Ralph Browning, John Bullock, Harry Fuller, Jim
Harleman, Edith Lindner, Frank Lospalutto, Liz Pusch,
Maggi Rackley, Howard Sands, Stacey Shriner, Maggie
Thompson, Jeff Tufts. Deadline for contributions to the
Field Notes in the next issue of The Chat is April 15.
Please send observations to djanes12@msn.com.
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i mpacts of habitat | oss and

on efforts to protect our oceans and on attempts to install

) i o o __wind power facilities. o o .

3 DBUwOOOUI ZUWEOOUOOwWPEUwPUDUUI OwEa w! bOOwW' I UBOI Ow
) ) ) _Oregon's Offshore Oil Drilling Ban Extended. By a 22

RVAS Director and chair of the Membership Comm'é'vote, the Oregon Senate approved House Bill 3613,

The Conservation Column

tee. which revived and extended the state ban on offshore oil
drilling for another 10 years. When Governor Kulongoski
signed it into law on March 3, 2010 the moratorium that
expired in January of 2010 was reinstated. This moratorium

Last year the Department of the Interior relea®€d h e
State of t.IThisraportr bdsed o GalaYaih-

ered from many sources, including the Audubon Christmas .| ges drilling in the thremile wide swath of state

Bird Count, revealed that nearly a third of the nation's 8 ned waters along the Oregon coast. The Governor

bird species are endangered, threatened or in significan{jgned HB 3613 into law to ensure coastal protection. The

decline. On March T1of this year a second report was  gnactment of this policy is an example of common sense

r el e aTheeSthte of thé Birds: 2010 Report on Climatgolicy that ensures a more sustainably managed nearshore.

C h a n gndesscores the role climate change has playegdfore the 10 year mark is reached, we hope to see a per-

this decline. The report, a collaboration of the U.S. Fishmanent ban. Many RVAS members were active in making

and Wildlife Service and tsee Seaatoss bind Rdplesentatived aiv@reiobtise ndee ford |

servation organizations (including the Klamath Bird Obsttis environmental protection. Thank you! The State of

vatory), shows that climate changes will have an increa®regon has established a website to make information on

ingly disruptive effect on birds. oceanrelated topics accessible. Please take time to visit
www.oregonocean.info

Although the report shows that birdsemeryaquatic and Increasing Interest in Wind Power.Wind power is often
terrestrial habitat type are being affected by climate chaf§@d as an economically competitive form of renewable
ocean birds are among the most vulnerable species. ThBJergy. As climate change increases our awareness of the
dondt raise many young e aesdfogcleanalternative gnergyrsqueces, therg will be any g
from a rapidly changing marine ecosystem, and they nedicrease in proposals for wind power facilities. As develop-
on islands that may be flooded as sea levels rise. Birds8F Seek to take advantage of the state mandates for clean
coastal, arctic/alpine, and grassland habitats, as well asair, the pressure to install wind sites can only increase. The
those on Caribbean and other Pacific islands show intefh@fional Audubon Society has indicated it strongly sup-
diate levels of vulnerability. Most birds in arid lands, wetPOrts properiysited wind power facilities that are planned,
lands, and forests show relatively low vulnerability to cliSited and operated to minimize negative impacts on bird
mate change. You can review the full report at and wildlife populations. Their policy states:
www.stateofthbirds.org.

AWhil e Audubon st r oruglegog-s upp

, _ _nizes it will not be without some impaptoduction and
The report offers solutions that illustrate how, by Work'ngransmission facilities must be planned, sited and operated

together, organizations and individuals can have a dem%"concert with other actions needed to minimize and miti-

strable positive impact on birds in the U.S. Specifically, 6 their impacts on birds and other wildfifoulations

report indicates that the way lands are managed can mi everal federal and state laws require this and the long

gate climate change and help birds adapt to changing “&¥m sustainability of the wind industry depends on it.
ditions. For examplg, cc.)nserv.lng carlbmml.l forests and. Wind power facilities impact birds from direct collisions
wetlands, and creating incentives to avoid deforestatlonvgﬁ\ﬂ turbines and related facilities, such as power lines
reduce emissions and provide invaluable wildlife habitatwinCI power facilities can also degrade or destroy habitat,

Of particular interest to Oregonians is the call to continueause disturbance and displacement, and disrupt important
to develop renewable energy resources but to pay closer

i o . o Continued €8
attention to how these facilities are sited to minimize the (Continued on pages)

Pager
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(Continued from page7)
ecological links. These impacts can be avoided or signifi-

cantly reduced, however, with proper siting, operation and Birding Classes at Siskiyou Field Institute
mitigation.
Audubon supports the adoption of federal and state guide-

lines on the study, siting, operation and mitigation of wi qu following birding-related classes are being offered by
C . .... | the Siskiyou Field Institute in 2010.

power. Guidelines should provide developers, permitting
agencies and conservation groups with the legal, technjical

and practical steps needed to minimize impacts on birdyay1 st ewart Janes, fAEavesd
and other wildlife. Audubon also encourages wind develogyr di ng and Analyzing Bird
ers and permitting agencies to consult with wildlife exp ﬁ%y 7.8
including Audubon staff and local chapters, to help info Mal s o

study and siting decisiomns. o
May 15 Dan Gleason & Rom

Keith Bentsen, fSeab
(Crescent City)

Al t hough we havendét hear

power facilities in the Rogue Valley, Eastern Oregon si %%ne 121 3 David Fix & Romain

ropp
Son

rds

B i n

DeBYcCcler @b UdenR e ® ® 0OSSed mHi) N d

. - Coo
have already been targeted fqr Wlnd power facilities. Tr%i skiyou High Countryd (cafpin
Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA) has stated _ o
they will fight the majority of the wind power sites pro- |J4n€ 26-2 7 AP ‘; Fl) pe :j Trail, fABird Ta
posed in Harney County, especially those in the Steeng sityo (As and)

Mountain areaPortland Audubon has joined in the chal{August 14 Stewart Janes, [HiBir
lenge to the Harney County proposed sites. Be alert; wg
will hear much more about the proposals for use of wingd _ _ _ _
RVAS and O Audub i i i For more details and information on how to register, go to
pOwer. and Lregon Audubon will CONUNUE 10\, siskivou Field Institute web site, www.thesfi.org,
monitor developments.
WHAT KIND OF GOLDFINCHES ?7?
ltds just a very informal, very wunscientific| su
but The Chat wants to know what species of Gold-
finch--American or Lesseiwas most common at
your feeders this winter. Lesser Goldfinches segm — VOLUNTEER NEEDED!!
to be the most abundgnt Ain the wild, o but |[in

RVAS needs a volunteer to supervise the annual Holiday
Party and Auction. Great chance to show off your organi
tional and funeraising skills. Contact Lynda Stevenson.

backyards (including ours) the American Gold-
finches significantly outnumbered the Lessers.

Send your findings to chateditor@gmail.com
Results will be published in the May issue of The
Chat along with numbers from Project Feeder-

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED
FROM THE FOLLOWING FRIENDSOF
RVAS

John Sully

Robert Hobbs

ya-
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