
Field Trips and Bird Walks  
April 17  ð  Owling with Vince Zauskey 

Wonderful opportunity for a small group to see and hear 

the owls that inhabit the Rogue Valley and surrounding 

areas with local owl expert Vince Zauskey and BLM Ash-

land Resource Area biologist Steven Godwin. 

Group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at Jefferson Nature Center 

and owling should finish at approximately 9:30 p.m. in the 

local mountains. 

**FIELD TRIP LIMITED TO 12 PARTICIPANTS **  

See page 2 for important details regarding this reservation-

only field trip. 

See page 3 for dates of regular BIRD WALKS, 1st Wed. 

and 3rd  Sun. of almost every month. . 
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This Monthõs Program  Apr. 27, 7 p.m. 

Whatõs All The Singing About? 

Presented by Stewart Janes 

For all the years people have been listening to bird song, 

itôs amazing how little we know about whatôs being com-

municated to whom.  Recent studies of the song of local 

Hermit, Black-throated Gray, and Townsendôs Warbler by 

Stewart Janes and his research collaborator, Lee Ryder, are 

providing new insights into just what is being said in the 

forest.  You might be surprised at some of the findings.  

Stewart will also help you to distinguish the songs of these 

often confusing species during his presentation this month. 

Stewart Janes is a Biology professor at Southern Oregon Univer-

sity and a long-time member of the Rogue Valley Audubon Soci-

ety.  He has compiled the Field Notes for The Chat for many 

years and contributes a monthly column to the Mail-Tribune.    

BIRDATHON APRIL 24 !!!  

Form your teams.  Sign up your pledges.  Plot your 

strategy.  DO IT NOW ! 

The 2010 RVAS Birdathon (6 p.m. April 23 to 6 p.m. 

April 24) is fast approaching.  This is an important 

fundraiser.  If you canôt participate as a team member, 

make a generous pledge in support of your chosen 

team. 

See pgs. 9-10 for pledge forms and species tally lists.   

Record total for the RVAS Birdathon is 152 species in 

one 24-hour period.  Last yearôs winning total was 144. 

Contact Birdathon organizer Harry Fuller. Heôll help 

your organize your team.  E-mail Harry at  

anzatowhee@yahoo.com. 

Sign up for e-mail notification of  activities. 

Thereôs an easy way to be reminded of upcoming field 

trips, Chapter meetings, and the most recent publication of 

The Chat online.  Send an e-mail asking that you be added 

to the notification list.  We will never share your e-mail 

address with any other organization. Send your request to: 

RogueValleyAudubon@gmail.com 

CHAPTER MEETINGS   

 are held on the 4th Tues. of the month at  7  p.m. at 

First Presbyterian Church, 
8th and Holly,  Medford. 

Enter from the parking lot side of the church. 

 

mailto:anzatowhee@yahoo.com
mailto:RogueValleyAudubon@gmail.com
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OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 

President,  Alex Maksymowicz  482-1964 
         maksboxl@gmail.com 
Vice-President,  Lynda Stevenson   
         858-7048  lyndagarden@yahoo.com 
Secretary,  Gaylene Hurley    621-3196 
         gaylenehurley@charter.net 
Treasurer,  Mary Sinclair    772-2372 
         csinclair@alum.rpi.edu 
Debi Blair      301-2296  
         debra.blair7@gmail.com  
Bill Hering  488-5886 
         williamhering@ashlandhome.net    
Sue Polich    spolich@charter.net   
         608-3802  
Katy Reed   245-5095   
        wbumedford@qwestoffice.net 
Jeff Tanner    jtanner1349@yahoo.com 
         646-8095  
 
 COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
 

Birdathon:  Harry Fuller   488-8077 

        anzatowhee@yahoo.com 

Conservation:  Pepper Trail  482-9594 

         ptrail@ashlandnet.net 

Education:  Sue Polich   

Field Notes:  Stewart Janes  772-4595 

         janes@sou.edu 

Field Trip Coordinator:  Ron Ketchum  

         rketchum@charter.net  541-773-2968   

Hospitality: Gaylene &Judd Hurley    

        621-3918  gaylenehurley@charter.net 

Membership:  Bill Hering    

Membership Database:  Stan McIntosh   

         535-2053     StanMc@isp.com 

Mailing:  Judd Hurley   621-3918 

Newsletter:  Jeff Tufts 734-4836 

        chateditor@gmail.com 

Programs: Bob Quaccia  482-1143 

        bquaccia@hotmail.com 

Webmasters: Mary Sinclair    772-2372 

        csinclair@alum.rpi.edu 

        Seldom      seldom@99west.com 

Phone line: Marjorie Moore   535-5138 
 

BOARD MEETINGS  

take place on the 1st Tues. of the month,  

Sept. through May,  at  7 p.m.,  at  either  

North Mountain Park , Ashland, or  

Jefferson Nature Center, Medford.  

All members are welcome to attend.  

 Correspondence to officers should be sent to  

P.O. Box 8597,  Medford OR 97501 

Phone: 734-2473 (734-BIRD) 

 

 
DETAILS OF OWLING FIELD TRIP  

To sign up for the Saturday, April 17, owling field 

trip with Vince Zauskey, call him no later than 

Thursday, April 15, at 541 -482-0235  and leave a 

message with your full name and phone number.  

Vince WILL NOT call you back if  you are one of  the 

12 participants who are signed up.  He WILL call 

you back if  there are no  places on the trip avail-

able.   

Also, if  the weather report calls for rain, Vince may 

CANCEL at late notice and notify all signed -up par-

ticipants.  

Group will meet at 3:30 p.m. at the Jefferson Nature 

Center parking lot (2931 S. Pacific Hwy) in Medford 

where they will be joined by BLM Ashland Resource 

Area biologist Steve Godwin.   

The trip will begin with observation of  a local Great 

Horned Owl nest.  Group will then journey to Dead 

Indian plateau to search for Great Gray Owls before 

dark.  

After dark, theyõll be listening for owls responding 

to Vinceõs expert calls.  No guarantees, but Vince 

promises a fascinating adventure.     

Please bring a flashlight, a snack and drinking wa-

ter, good walking shoes, and layers of  clothing in 

anticipation of  nighttime temperatures.   

Owling should finish by approximately 9:30 p.m. to 

return home.  

 

  

 

 

 

               BARRED OWL                            SCREECH OWL         
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   April 18   

                                       May 16 

                                              

June 20 

July 18 

April 7 

May 5 

June 2 

 

July 7 

August 4 

September 8 

RThird Sunday Each Month:  Ashland Section of Bear Creek Greenway 

Directions: Meet at the Ashland Dog Park, north end of Helman Street. Start out at 8:00 a.m. Wind up around noon.  

The walk is along the level paved trail that follows Ashland Creek and then Bear Creek. 

Leader: Harry Fuller, 488-8077.  (Note: Jeff Tufts, 734-4836, email tallahto@aol.com, will lead the April 18 walk.) 

Sunday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noted in the Chat:  

Bird Walks  

RFirst Wednesday Each Month: Little Butte Creek Walk  

Directionsð note new starting point: Meet at 8:30 a.m. on TouVelle Road in the northeast section of the Denman  

Wildlife Area near White City.  

Leader: Denny Niebuhr, 482-6589 or rogueden@ashlandhome.net 

Wednesday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noted in the Chat: 

 The Chat is published monthly, September through May,   

with a double issue December/January, and one issue in summer. 

Editor  -  Jeff Tufts  

Your contributions are welcomed. Please send them  to Jeff at  1540  So. Ivy St.,Medford, OR 97501 

 or e-mail them to chateditor@gmail .com 

Deadline for the next  issue is  April 20.  

712 Crater Lake Avenue   770 -1104 
(Across from Providence Medical Center)  

Mon -Fri 9:30 -6:00, Sat 9:30 -5:00  

 

No -waste seed for the wild birds! Birdfeeders     
Bird Houses and much more!  

And much more!  

Your Backyard  

Birdfeeding Specialist  

Wild Birds Unlimited  

   Owner ð Katy Reed  
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NEW MESSAGE BOARD  

With the arrival of the remodeled and expanded Rogue 

Valley Audubon website (and thanks to Mary Sinclair 

for all of her hard work in getting this accomplished) 

comes a new Message Board for posting bird sightings 

and other items of interest to local birders. 

From the home page of RVAS, there is a ñtwo-clickò 

direct link to Rogue Valley Birds, hosted by Google 

Groups. Although obviously different in appearance 

from the old message board, the new one offers more 

features and is user-friendly for both posting and read-

ing. 

On the home page for Rogue Valley Birds is an intro-

duction that includes suggestions and explanations that 

should be of interest to all who use the message board.  

Take the time to read it. 

Here are a few additional tips and suggestions: 

When you sign in to Rogue Valley Birds, simply 

ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜέ 

box.  That and your email address is all it 

takes.  No need for a separate password.          

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǳǎŜǊκǊŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ wƻƎǳŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 

Birds, right click on the RVB home page  to create 

a direct shortcut from your desktop.   

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛǊŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 

photographer and you have your own website 

for photos or use one of the many photo-

sharing  sites (Flickr, SmugMug, etc.), share 

your work with RVB users by providing a link 

to your site along with a post.  You may also 

post a photograph directly. 

If you have friends, co-workers or family 

members who have an interest in birding, tell 

them about the new message board and en-

courage them to use it (include a link to RVB 

in an email). 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛǊŘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎΦ  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
seen some very common bird(s) do something 
unusual, tell us about that, too.  The more 
people post, the more valuable it becomes to 
all local birders. 

Include the species name(s) in the subject line 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎǘ όƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭύΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
repeat the species name in the body of the 
post.   

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻƎǳŜ 
Valley Birds message board, email chatedi-
tor@gmail.com or gwynethr@mind.net with 
questions or suggestions. 

UPCOMING KBO EVENTS  

April 3 -- KBO Bird Walk & Wine Tasting in the Applegate 
Valley.  Join KBO for a birding and wine tasting tour in the 
Applegate Valley. Bird for the first three hours then visit Cow-
horn Vineyard..  Meet at Northwest Nature Shop (Ashland) at 
8:00 A.M. Leader: David MacHamer, KBO member & volun-
teer.  To register, call 541-482-3241.  

 

April 10 -- KBO Bird Walk to Lower Table Rock.   Two to three 
miles of walking on gentle terrain.  Meet at Wild Birds Unlim-
ited (Medford) at 8:00 A.M.  Leader Frank Lospalluto, KBO 
contrack biologist, member and voluteer.  To register call 541-
770-1104. 

 

April 15 -- óBirdifyô Your Garden--Habitat Landscaping for 
Birds.   KBO staff member provides instruction at the North 
Mountain Park event.  From 7 to 8 P.M.  Cost $5.00  Registra-
tion required.  Register online at ashlandparks.recware.com or 
call the Nature Center at 541-488-6606. 

mailto:chateditor@gmail.com
mailto:chateditor@gmail.com
mailto:gwynethr@mind.net
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Field Notes:  The Changing Seasons  

Compiled by Stewart Janes  

 

What an odd year.  A cold early December was followed 

by a warm January and February.  March has finally seen 

snow in the mountains.  And there has not been nearly 

enough precipitation of any color.  So what do the birds 

make of all this confusion?  Apparently, not much. 

 

The Turkey Vultures  showed up on time.  The scattered 

individuals that apparently overwintered with us were 

joined by the more traditional migrants starting in the mid-

dle of February.  The first kettles of 15 and 25-30 were 

seen on 2/28 (JH) and 3/4 (MT), respectively.  As of mid-

March they were becoming common in the valley.  Stay 

tuned.  The big push is still to come. 

 

Then there are the Tree Swallows.  They first showed up 

in January, and they have been gradually building in num-

bers since.  Sizable flocks have been seen over and near 

the Rogue River since 2/10 (HF,EL,JB), but the chill 

weather has slowed them up.  I have yet to see flocks 

along the Greenway suggesting many remain to push over 

the Siskiyous and into the valley.  They should be spread-

ing out and searching for nesting sites before the end of 

March.  Violet-green Swallows have also started to ap-

pear in mixed flocks with Tree Swallows at Denman on 

3/10 (HF). 

 

Rufous Hummingbirds also arrived right on schedule.  

Males visited several feeders across the valley on 2/28 

(though not mine) including the feeder of Maggi Rackley 

up Sardine Creek.  The first female was seen 3/9 (HS). 

 

Orange-crowned Warblers are another species that typi-

cally makes an appearance in March.  Only one has been 

reported so far.  This one was on the Greenway on 2/24 

(JT).  With the first warm weather there will be more.   

 

Osprey are also beginning to appear.  Two were observed 

in the Gold Hill area on 3/7.  

 

Thatôs about all the players that show up by mid-March.  

Now we get to wait for the main event starting about the 

middle of April when the floodgates open and all of Mex-

ico is loosed upon the valley.  The American Robins and 

Spotted Towhees that are now singing in my yard are 

wonderful, but I look forward to the full spring chorus.   

 

To be honest, other have already joined the chorus.  The 

list as of mid-March includes Mourning Doves, Eurasian 

Collared Doves, Annaôs Hummingbirds, Dark-eyed 

Juncos, House Finches, Purple Finches, House Spar-

rows, Oak Titmice, and if you ventured into the forest, 

Huttonôs Vireos.  Huttonôs Vireos nest earlier than most 

other forest birds. 

 

The December cold spell chased many waterfowl from the 

valley, and the numbers have never rebounded.  Single 

Snow Geese were observed on 3/5 and 3/6 (NB,SJ), one at 

Hammil Pond and the other in Dark Hollow.  Six Com-

mon Goldeneyes were on Keene Creek Reservoir on 2/17 

(JB).  A Western Grebe was at Willow Lake on 2/21 

(NB). 

I must have been inside on 2/22.  I missed the hundreds of 

Sandhill Cranes that passed over the valley on that day.  

Flocks were seen over the Colestine, Emigrant Lake and 

Lower Table Rock (FL,HF).  Their normal route is a bit 

farther east through the foothills. 

Contôd on Page 6 
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Contôd from Page 5 

 

Wintering Red-tailed Hawks and others are moving 

north.  Our local birds are considering their options.  

There has been some activity about the nests, but I am 

concerned that the activity has waned.  The colder weather 

may be slowing them down, but I fear that meadow mouse 

numbers may be low causing many to debate whether to 

attempt to rear young this year.  On the bright side I have 

learned of three Red-shouldered Hawk nests already.  

One is at Emigrant Lake (SS,LP), another along Colver 

Road and the third, of all places is about 100 feet from my 

house in an oak.  A Great Gray Owl was observed along 

Emigrant Creek Road at about 4000ô in elevation.  I am 

not aware of previous sightings in this area. 

 

Our reluctant wintering birds are still scarce.  Varied 

Thrushes did show up on Roxy Ann on 3/4 (JT) and near 

the Medco Pond on 3/11 (NB).  A few Pine Siskins 

paused in Eagle Point on 3/8.   

 

A Sayôs Phoebe is still with us at Denman as of 3/10 (HF) 

as is a White-throated Sparrow along Gold Ray Road on 

3/4 (RB). 

 

Black-billed Magpies were seen once again along Dead 

Indian Memorial Road near mile post 6 (JB).  This is a 

relatively new colony in the valley. 

 

Other sightings of note include singing Marsh Wrens at 

Denman on 3/10 (HF), Tri -colored Blackbirds along Ball 

Road on 2/25 (NB) and a Northern Mockingbird  along 

the Greenway at Table Rock Road (RB).   

 

Thanks to this monthôs contributors including Norm Bar-

rett, Ralph Browning, John Bullock, Harry Fuller, Jim 

Harleman, Edith Lindner, Frank Lospalutto, Liz Pusch, 

Maggi Rackley, Howard Sands, Stacey Shriner, Maggie 

Thompson, Jeff Tufts.  Deadline for contributions to the 

Field Notes in the next issue of The Chat is April 15.  

Please send observations to djanes12@msn.com.  

 

The State of the Birds: 2010 

The newly-released ñThe State of the Birds: 2010 

Report on Climate Changeò is now available for 

viewing and download at the following website:  

http://www.stateofthebirds.org.  This report is a col-

laboration between multiple birding, conservation, 

and governmental organizations, including the 

Audubon Society and Klamath Bird Observatory. 

Also see this monthôs Conservation Column (pg. 7) 

 

RVAS Goes To The Coast 

Join field trip leader Ron Ketchum and other RVAS 

members on a special trip to the Oregon coast Saturday, 

May 8, and Sunday May 9.  This is a great opportunity to 

see birds that rarely make it into the Rogue Valley. 

The group will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday at Face 

Rock State Overlook parking area on Beach Loop Road 

in Bandon and weôll bird until 3:00 p.m.  On Sunday 

weôll meet at 8:00 a.m. at Bandon Marsh parking area on 

Riverside Drive NE and weôll bird until noon. 

The Bandon Inn (800-526-0209) offers to RVAS mem-

bers a 10% discount off their ñvalue seasonò rates.  The 

Table Rock Motel (800-457-9141) offers two nights for 

the price of one at their ñsummer rate.ò  Make your reser-

vations early as this is Mothersô Day weekend. 

If you would like to join other birders for dinner on Fri-

day and/or Saturday, or if you are interested in joining a 

carpool, e-mail or call Bill Hering for details. 

 williamhering@ashlandhome.net; 541-488-5886   

  

http://www.stateofthebirds.org
mailto:williamhering@ashlandhome.net
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The Conservation Column  

3ÏÐÚɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯÞÈÚɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÉàɯ!ÐÓÓɯ'ÌÙÐÕÎȮɯ

RVAS Director and chair of the Membership Commit-

tee. 

 Last year the Department of the Interior released ñThe 

State of the Birds 2009ò. This report, based on data gath-

ered from many sources, including the Audubon Christmas 

Bird Count, revealed that nearly a third of the nation's 800 

bird species are endangered, threatened or in significant 

decline. On March 11th of this year a second report was 

released.  ñThe State of the Birds: 2010 Report on Climate 

Changeò underscores the role climate change has played in 

this decline.  The report, a collaboration of the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service and some of  the nationôs leading con-

servation organizations (including the Klamath Bird Obser-

vatory), shows that climate changes will have an increas-

ingly disruptive effect on birds. 

 

Although the report shows that birds in every aquatic and 

terrestrial habitat type are being affected by climate change, 

ocean birds are among the most vulnerable species. They 

donôt raise many young each year, they face challenges 

from a rapidly changing marine ecosystem, and they nest 

on islands that may be flooded as sea levels rise.  Birds in 

coastal, arctic/alpine, and grassland habitats, as well as 

those on Caribbean and other Pacific islands show interme-

diate levels of vulnerability. Most birds in arid lands, wet-

lands, and forests show relatively low vulnerability to cli-

mate change. You can review the full report at 

www.stateofthebirds.org.  

 

The report offers solutions that illustrate how, by working 

together, organizations and individuals can have a demon-

strable positive impact on birds in the U.S. Specifically, the 

report indicates that the way lands are managed can miti-

gate climate change and help birds adapt to changing con-

ditions. For example, conserving carbon-rich forests and 

wetlands, and creating incentives to avoid deforestation can 

reduce emissions and provide invaluable wildlife habitat.  

Of particular interest to Oregonians is the call to continue 

to develop renewable energy resources but to pay closer 

attention to how these facilities are sited to minimize the 

impacts of habitat loss and fragmentation. Hereôs an update 

on efforts to protect our oceans and on attempts to install 

wind power facilities. 

 Oregon's Offshore Oil Drilling Ban Extended.  By a 22-

8 vote, the Oregon Senate approved House Bill 3613, 

which revived and extended the state ban on offshore oil 

drilling for another 10 years. When Governor Kulongoski 

signed it into law on March 3, 2010 the moratorium that 

expired in January of 2010 was reinstated. This moratorium 

precludes drilling in the three-mile wide swath of state 

owned waters along the Oregon coast. The Governor 

signed HB 3613 into law to ensure coastal protection. The 

enactment of this policy is an example of common sense 

policy that ensures a more sustainably managed nearshore.  

Before the 10 year mark is reached, we hope to see a per-

manent ban. Many RVAS members were active in making 

their Senators and Representatives aware of the need for 

this environmental protection. Thank you! The State of 

Oregon has established a website to make information on 

ocean-related topics accessible. Please take time to visit 

www.oregonocean.info. 

Increasing Interest in Wind Power. Wind power is often 

cited as an economically competitive form of renewable 

energy. As climate change increases our awareness of the 

need for clean alternative energy sources, there will be an 

increase in proposals for wind power facilities. As develop-

ers seek to take advantage of the state mandates for clean 

air, the pressure to install wind sites can only increase. The 

National Audubon Society has indicated it strongly sup-

ports properly-sited wind power facilities that are planned, 

sited and operated to minimize negative impacts on bird 

and wildlife populations. Their policy states:  

 

ñWhile Audubon strongly supports wind power and recog-

nizes it will not be without some impact, production and 

transmission facilities must be planned, sited and operated 

in concert with other actions needed to minimize and miti-

gate their impacts on birds and other wildlife populations. 

Several federal and state laws require this and the long-

term sustainability of the wind industry depends on it. 

Wind power facilities impact birds from direct collisions 

with turbines and related facilities, such as power lines. 

Wind power facilities can also degrade or destroy habitat, 

cause disturbance and displacement, and disrupt important 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.stateofthe
http://www.oregonocean.info


The Chat ǅ April 2010 

Page 8 

ecological links. These impacts can be avoided or signifi-

cantly reduced, however, with proper siting, operation and 

mitigation. 

Audubon supports the adoption of federal and state guide-

lines on the study, siting, operation and mitigation of wind 

power. Guidelines should provide developers, permitting 

agencies and conservation groups with the legal, technical 

and practical steps needed to minimize impacts on birds 

and other wildlife. Audubon also encourages wind develop-

ers and permitting agencies to consult with wildlife experts, 

including Audubon staff and local chapters, to help inform 

study and siting decisions.ò 

Although we havenôt heard much about proposed wind 

power facilities in the Rogue Valley, Eastern Oregon sites 

have already been targeted for wind power facilities. The 

Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA) has stated 

they will fight the majority of the wind power sites pro-

posed in Harney County, especially those in the Steens 

Mountain area. Portland Audubon has joined in the chal-

lenge to the Harney County proposed sites. Be alert; we 

will hear much more about the proposals for use of wind 

power.  RVAS and Oregon Audubon will continue to 

monitor developments. 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

 Birding Classes at Siskiyou Field Institute  

 

The following birding-related classes are being offered by 

the Siskiyou Field Institute in 2010. 

 

May1   Stewart Janes, ñEavesdropping on Birds: Re-
cording and Analyzing Bird Songò (Ashland) 

May 7-8  Keith Bentsen, ñSeabirds and Maringe Mam-
malsò (Crescent City) 

May 15   Dan Gleason & Romain Cooper, ñBirding the 
Deer Creek Centerò (Selma) 

June 12-13, David Fix & Romain Cooper, ñBirding the 
Siskiyou High Countryò (camping trip) 

June 26-27  Pepper Trail, ñBird Taxonomy and Diver-
sityò (Ashland) 

August 14  Stewart Janes, ñBirding at Seaò (Brookings) 

 

For more details and information on how to register, go to 

the Siskiyou Field Institute web site, www.thesfi.org.  

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED!! 

RVAS needs a volunteer to supervise the annual Holiday 

Party and Auction.  Great chance to show off your organiza-

tional and fund-raising skills.  Contact  Lynda Stevenson. 

 
DONATIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED  

FROM THE FOLLOWING FRIENDS OF 

RVAS 

John Sully  

Robert Hobbs  

 

WHAT KIND OF GOLDFINCHES ??  

Itôs just a very informal, very unscientific survey, 

but The Chat wants to know what species of Gold-

finch--American or Lesser--was most common at 

your feeders this winter.  Lesser Goldfinches seem 

to be  the most abundant ñin the wild,ò but in some 

backyards (including ours) the American Gold-

finches significantly outnumbered the Lessers. 

Send your  findings  to chateditor@gmail.com      

Results will be published in the May issue of The 

Chat along with numbers from Project Feeder-


