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Monthly meetings at First Presbyterian Church are
great, but once in a w
enjoy the company of RVAS members in the great
outdoors. The annual potluck picnic and birdwalk
the chance to do that.

We 61 | be

POTLUCK PICNIC

TUE. MAY 25

meeting again

ning at 5 p.m., and the picnic starting at 6 p.m.

TouVelle is famous for its Great Blue Heron rooker
colossal Acorn Woodpecker granary tree and Ospt
nesting platforms. Tree and Cliff Swallows will be

seen feeding over the river.

Bring a dish to share with fellow RVAS members a
your own plates, utensils and drinking glass. Tryt
keep paper and plastic trash to a minumum. Iced
and lemonade will be provided !

Go north on Table Rock Road and turn RIGHT into the
main parking |l ot just BE
in Picnic Area AE. O
each car, but parking is free is you have either a State
or Jackson County Parks annual pass.

Any questions? Call Gaylene Hurley at 58A1-
3196.

in the natural world

Tuesday, May 25, with an informal birdwalk begin-

Ther

Number 371

May 2010

Upcoming RVAS Field Trips
and Bird Walks

MAY 8-9

Ron Ketchum will lead a special field trip to the Oregon
coast the weekend of May 8 and 9. See page 6 for details.

0’ IM%ng/ou@ve got to get out
Rachel Werling will lead a birdwalk along the Bear Creek

i&reenway from Talent south. Area to be covered includes
Lynn Newbry Park. See the field trips section of the

RVAS website for further details.

at TouVel |l e State
JUNE 5

Par k on

Half-day trip to California with leader Vince Zauskey will

first stop at the Collier Rest Area off Hwy. 96 along the
Yklamath River to search for woodpeckers, orioles, king-
®)rds, grosbeaks, warblers (including the YelBreasted
Chat) and swall ows. Therebl
with a visit to Tree Of Heaven Campground and surround-

ing areas in the Siskiyou Mountains.

nd
Bring a lunch to eat with the group before heading back to

tOregon. For meeting place and directions, call Vince
%uskey at 54482-0235.

@)

ORE the., Rogue RIver.
§|gni up forae-rriag noBflgartK?(n ofe acfivities . . o
é}”ﬁer eds an easy way to b
trips, Chapter meetings, and the most recent publicati
The Chat online. Send ammail asking that you be add
to the notification list. We will never share youmsil
address with any other organization. Send your reque|

V

RoqueValleyAudubon@agmail.com
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Words From Alex

The spring bird migration is well under way, with some birds
passing through on their way north, and others choosing to
join us here in the Rogue Valley for the summer. The trees
are leafing out, making both the newcomers and the perma-
nent residents harder to spot. There are some exceptions, of
course, with birds choosing to flaunt their foolhardiness by
holding their ground when humans approach. Some of it is
due to raging hormones on the part of males, but some of it
may just be irrational exuberaric®r even just plain stub-
borness. The former was probably at work in the case of a
Lark Sparrow who hopped onto a rock when | got close to
him and posed for me (photo is on the Message Board).
Stubborness was probably the reason a Geddevwned
Sparrow refuse to take refuge in the shrubbery as | bore
down on him, and only reluctantly ceded the right of way by
moving some 6 feet off the trail as | passed by. Unfortu-
nately, this time | did not have my camera with me.

Bob Hunter has volunteered to take over both the organization of
the Christmas Bird Count and the compilation of results from
Gwyneth Ragosine. Our thanks to Gwyneth who did this job for
the past four years, to Joe Shelton for many years before that, and
to Bob for taking it over Second, a big thank you to Lynn Kellogg
for volunteering to organize the Holiday Party and Auction this
year and to Kaethe Fulton for doing the job for four out of the past
five years. With these two capable organizers in place, RVAS
members can once again look forward to twofilied events at

the end of the year.

Another important piece of good news is that the rehosting of the
RVAS web site is complete. It is now a much more functional

site, to the point that even | can enter information on it without
knowing a thing about html. Many thanks to Mary Sinclair and

Ric Thowless for getting the task accomplished. The new message
board has all the capabilities of the old one plus additional features
like being able to post a photograph of the bird you have just cap-
tured on film or digital. Functionally, the message board (hosted
on Google) is distinct from the RVAS web site (hosted on Ya-
hoo!), but it can be accessed easily from the web site by clicking
on the fiMessage Boardo | ink. Ot
Gwyneth Ragosine, and Mary Sinclair, who cooperated to make
this happen.

Good birding to all of you. And be sure to come to the annual pic-
nic on May 25 at TouVelle State Park.

Page?
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Bird Walks

R First Wednesday Each Month:Little Butte Creek Walk

Direction® notenew starting pointMeet at 8:30 a.m. on TouVelle Road in the northeast section of the Denman
Wildlife Area near White City.

Leader Denny Niebuhr, 485589 orrogueden@ashlandhome.net
Wednesday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noteimethe

May 5 August 4
June 2 September 8
July 7 October 6

R Third Sunday Each Month: Ashland Section of Bear Creek Greenway

Directions Meet at the Ashland Dog Park, north end of Helman Street. Start out at 8:00 a.m. Wind up around noon.
The walk is along the level paved trail that follows Ashland Creek and then Bear Creek.

Leader Harry Fuller, 4883077.

Sunday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noteddhahe

May 16 July 18
June 20 August 15

Wild Birds Unlimited

Owner 0 Katy Reed

Your Backyard
Birdfeeding Specialist

No -waste seed for the wild birds! Birdfeeders
Bird Houses and much more! 11470 Highway 66 - Ashland, OR 97520
And much more! 541.482.0614 - Email: info@greenspringsinn.com
712 Crater Lake Avenue 770 -1104 www.greenspringsinn.com
(Across from Providence Medical Center)
Mon -Fri 9:30 -6:00, Sat 9:30 -5:00 [ —~ag

The Chat is published monthly, September through May,
with a double issue December/January, and one issue in summer.
Editor - Jeff Tufts
Your contributions are welcomed. Please send them to Jeff at 1540 So. lvy St.,Medford, OR 97501
or e-mail them to chateditor@gmail .com
Deadline for the next issue is May 20.
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Field Notes: the Changing Seasons Spring migration also brings migrants that are just passing
through. Evening Grosbeakgypically visit the area for a

while each year. They first appeared in the high country
(Hyatt Lake) on 3/24 (GR). By 4/8 they started to appear

If you looked at the calendar and then at the weather rep%'?t,the valley floor (DG) and will probably remain unti

it was guaranteed that the floodgates of migration would May.. Even if you are not fortunate enough to have them
open between April #%7and April 19", You just knew gorging themselves on your sunflower seeds, listen for
magic would happen with the forecast of a couple of warm,eir highpitched call as flocks mill about or fly high over

sunny days following a cold, wet spell coming just after tltnléfa vaIIey.. Flocks oCedar ngwingsare also making a
middle of April brief stop in the valley on their way north.

Compiled by Stewart Janes

Sure enough. The weekend brought numbeBwfl | oc k 6 s

Orioles, Black-headed Grosbeaks, Nashville Warblers, Band-tailed Pigeonsoften escape notice when they enter
Pacific Slope Flycatchers, House Wrens, Western King- the valley. Not so this year. Sightings abound in the foot-
birds, Vaandgrababl® ethers that escaped nahills from Ashland to Jacksonville (KM,ES,FL,GR).

tice. There was also the vanguard of the next wave of mi-

grants to follow includingearlas si nés -Vireos, As h o _ '
throated Flycatchers, Lazuli BuntingsandWestern As of press time (4/20) our wintering birds are leaving us.
Tanagers Stay tuned. ltos b@amydgyh Dgt-gygd Jgneom heyard.t e r |

Golden-crowned andWhite-crowed Sparrowstrans-

The following are some firsts of the season: formed from winter plumage to bright breeding plumage

Bandtailed Pigeon 3/18 FL in a few short weeks, and their numbers are starting to thin
Marsh Wren 3/21 HE out, too. Every year they depart just after they harvest the
first crop of ripening dandelion seeds from my lawn. This
House Wren 3/22 3T is also the time thalhite-throated Sparrowsare dis-
Chipping sparrow 3/26 JT covered as they, too, brighten up for spring. The bird near

Ashland Pond continued to be seen (PT) and additional

Northern Rougiwinged Swallow 3/27HF, NB birds were noted in Jacksonville (RK) and along Butte

Cliff Swallow 4/3 HF Creek (DN). Hermit Thrushes andRuby-crowned

Common Yellowthroat 4/6 HE Kinglets are beginning to sing and will be leaving very
soon.

Black-throated Gray Warbler 4/8 FL

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 4/12 FL _ o
Waterfowl are also moving out. The wintering geese

Bullockos Oriole 414LN have pretty much gone. A fe@reater White-fronted

Black-headed Grosbeak 4/17 ST Geesestopped ovemid-month including one at the Ave-

. _ nue G pond (BH) and a flock of 8 at the pond along Cole-
Vauxos Swift 417 ES man Creek Road, but they were the last. From now until
Cassinbés vireo 4/18 FL September itdés just Amer-and
Western Kingbird 4/18 MR, GS can Wigeon, Hooded MerganserandRing-necked

Duck numbers are falling quickly. Not to worrginna-
Nashville Warbler 4/18 FL mon Tealare arriving to fill in the void in many of the
Green Heron 4/19 PT lakes and ponds.
Pacific Slope Flycatcher 4/19 SJ Then there was a very special visitor. A fentdéele-

quin Duck dropped in to the Holy Water on 4/15 (JL) and
Ashthroated Flycatcher 4/19 RK

has been hanging out with the Buffleheads. To my knowl-
edge this is only the second record for the county. The
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other was a male that made a quick stop in the Timber Pilod-anks t o t hi s mont hds cont
ucts pond in Medford about 10 years ago. | have alwaysrett, John Bullock, Harry Fuller, Dave Garcia, Bob Hunter,
suspected that Harlequin Ducks nested along the tumbliRpn Ketchum, Jim Livaudais, Mo Lolandi, Frank

waters of the upper Rogue River above Lost Creek Resdrospalutto, Kristi Mergenthaler, Denny Niebuhr, Liz
voir. ltds just too per f HothrupfMaggi RackleynGwyneth Ragosine bEec Settere r
might think that a bird as bright as a male Harlequin Duckerg, Shelley Tanquery, Pepper Trail, and Jeff Tufts.

would be noticed. Not so. They nest regularly along theDeadline for contributions to the Field Notes in the sum-
Salmon and Zigzag Rivers on Mount Hood. The rivers areer edition of The Chat is June 15.

lined with summer homes and yet these secretive birds are

rarely reported. It would likely take some dedicated person

to put in the effort to slog the creeks and check this out, per-

haps a fisher man. l dm not sure this female wild/l bre
ducks are already paired by
out for Mr. Right somewhere in the headwaters.

Other waterbirds are also migrating through the valley.
Common Loonswere on Lost Creek Reservoir beginning
3/18 (NB). ThreeHorned Grebesvisited Whetstone Pond
on 4/15 (BH). ACI ar k 6 swas®n A&ghte Reservoir on
4/5 (GS,NB), and &Vhite Pelicanstopped over on Agate
reservoir between 4/7 and 4/12 (NB,JT) before moving
inland to breed.

Shorebird migration is also in full swing though there is lit-

tle remaining habitat in the Rogue Valley to encourage them

to drop in. ASolitary Sandpiper was along Dutton Road

on 4/19 (BH). ABlack-bellied PloverandDunlin were at

the Kirtland Ponds on 4/12 (BH)ellowlegsof both fla- A

vors have been seen on the shores of most of the larger . HEﬂl REE! ,@hr.e ABG%ESE .aREEoll
ponds and reservoirs (NB). el Fillton

Certified General Appraiser

Phone: 541-826-3965

. . . . . Cell: 541-621-2760
The breeding season is beginning in earn€seat Horned 7771 S. Fk. Litfle. Butte Creek Rd.

Owils have downy young, arided-tailed andRed emc”:Efifhzmgn%‘fnfﬁfﬁ
shouldered Hawksshould be hatching around the first of

May. There is an active Resthouldered Hawk nest in the
large trees alongside Colver Road just north of Walden RMLEN G, DRESCHER, P.C. Attorney At Law
behind Talent.Titmice andNuthatchesare starting to incy
bate, and'ree andViolet-green Swallowsare claiming negt Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
boxes.

21 South 2nd Street (541) 482-4935

Other sightings of note include sevetaé wi s 6 s WO[?(S %sxcfrgo- Fax (541) 489-494 |
ersat Agate Reservoir arandhill Cranesnear Prospect| , .

(ML) and Butte Falls (NB). Ashland, OR 97520 drescheral@aol.com
www.ashlandoregonlawyer.com
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RVAS Goes To The Coast NEW BEAR CREEK SIGNAGE

Join field trip leader Ron Ketchum and other RVAS mem-

bers on a special trip to the Oregon coast Saturday, Mayygue Valley Audubon Society has received a collobora-
and Sunday May 9. This is a great opportunity to see birgig grant from National Audubon to provide signage on
that rarely make it into the Rogue Valley. the Bear Creek Greenway in connection with National

The group will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday at Face Roko0r Day, and the first of these signs was presented at the
State Overlook parking area on Beach Loop Road in Barfirbor Day Celebration in Medford on Saturday, April 17.

don and wedl |l b ird u n t i_ | '_i3h'e Rf8rmalion&Nsign dirddted atEnflof & Yhe p&i&nl |
8:00 a.m. at Bandon Marsh parking area on Riverside Di¢éridor through which the greenway runs, and described
NE and wedl |l bird until n@odiream Stewardship program which is designed to en-

The Bandon Inn (86626-0209) offers to RVAS members courage public participation in maintaining the health and

a 10% discount off their VYilitypfBear Csegkpagddissyrroungding enyironment.p e
Rock Motel (800457-9141) offers two nights for the price The program is administered by the Medford Parks and

of one at their fAsummer r BacrgatichDepafte your reservati o
early as this is Mot her s o ashhatof ik Addf Bay Eetebration, members of the pub-
If you would like to join other birders for dinner on Fridaylic were given a guided nature walk through a section of
and/or Saturday, or if you are interested in joining a car- Bear Creek and the corridor with emphasis on the need to
pool, email or call Bill Hering for details. curtail pollution of the creek and lower the water tempera-

- . tures to make the creek more hospitable to salmon.
williamhering@ashlandhome.neéi41-488-5886

Most of the children attending the event joined in a hands
on effort to improve the Bear Creek environment by plant-
ing 80 trees along the western bank of the creek.

KBO BIRD WALKS

June 5- Bear Creek Greenway in Ashland and Ashland
Pond. Join new KBO birdwalk leader Terence Philippe for
an exploration of Ashland Pond and the Greenway in Ash-

land. Meet at North Nature Shop in Ashland at 8:00 a mMayor Gary Wheeler addresses the Arbor Day celebration crowd (above) and
) ' " RVAS members Mary Sinclair, Jeff Tufts and Gaylene Hurley (below) are on

To register, call 54882-3241. hand at the presentation of the new Riparian Corridor sign to be placed along

June 11 and June 12Birding By Ear Workshop and Fieldthe Bear Creek Greemay
Trip. Join KBO Executive Director John Alexander for a
birding by ear workshop and field trip to Jefferson Nature
Center. Evening workshop (7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Friday June
11) will explore bird songs and calls through recordings,
sonograms and other devices. Skills learned Friday will be
put to use during the Saturday field trip (9:00 to 11:00 a.m.)
To register, call the Klamath Bird Observatory at-241-
0866.
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