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Field Work with Hawks and Owls

Presented by Liz Williams

Thousands of hawks, forest owls and songbirds mi
grate annually through the Boise Foothills, the souf
westernmost extension of the Rocky Mountains. T

is the site of the Idaho Bird Observatory, and Liz W-

liams worked as an owl bander and hawk watcher
there. She will share her fascinating experiences \

us during a slide presentation at the March meeting

Liz, Americorps Education Specialist for the Klama
Bird Observatory, will also describe her work with
California spotted owls in Yosemite National Park,
Mexican spotted owls in the Grand Canyon, and va
ous other highlights of her experiences as a field b
ologist throughout the western United States.

Field Trips and Bird Walks

See page 3 for dates of regusegD WALKS, 1st Wed.
and 3rd Sun. of almost every month.

March 20 TouVelle State Park

We will meet at 8 a.m.in the parking lot of TouVelle State
[Park on the south side of the Rogue River (right turn when
Ireading north on Table Rock Road). There is a parking fee
Hisf you havendét purchased| a

We should find nesting Great Blue Herons in the large
it ees on the north side |of
early returning migrants such as Tree Swallow, lingerifg
winter visitors, and many resident birds singing, establjsh-
LN g territories and nedduilding.

Some of the walking will be on dirt paths which could Qe
rpuddy if there have been recent rains. Walk will finish
around noon.

Leaderd Harry Fuller, email: anzatowhee@yahoo.com,
phone: 488077

Sign up for e-mail notification of activities

RVAS maintains a list of members who want to be noti-
fied of upcoming field trips, Chapter meetings, pend|ng
legislation affecting bird conservation, and the most
recent publication ofhe Chabnline. To be on that lisf,

CHAPTER MEETINGS
are held on the 4th Tues. of the month at 7 pat.

First Presbyterian Church,
8th and Holly, Medford.

Enter from the parking lot side of the church.

send your email request t&RogueValleyAudu-
bon@gmail.com We will never share yourmail ad-
dress with any other organization.
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Words From Alex .

It is my great pleasure to announce that the Rogue Valley Audubon
Society Board voted unanimously to honor Joe Shelton for his

many years of dedicated service to RVAS and birding in the Rogue
Valley by awarding him a free lifetime membership. Joe will also
receive a plague expressing our appreciation for his work on behalf
of the chapter. The plaque will be presented to him by former
RVAS president and Joeb6s friend

23 chapter meeting. Details of
elsewhere in this issue ®he Chat Thank you, Joe, thank you
very much!

The RVAS web site and our newslett€he Chatare the two prin-

cipal avenues of communication for RVAS members. Itis a relief
that both continue to be in competent hands as Jeff Tufts takes over
from Kate Fuller as Chat editor and Mary Sinclair replaces Ric
Thowless as webmaster. Thank you, Jeff and Mary, for keeping
our lines of communication open. Thank you also, Katy Reed and
Jeff Tanner, for volunteering to replace Judd and Gaylene Hurley as
hospitality coordinators for chapter meetings.

We are now asking for volunteers to organize two of our most
popular activities, the Holiday Party and Auction and the Christmas
Bird Count. It is especially critical to have someone take on the job
of Holiday Party and Auction organizer as soon as possible, since
planning for this event needs to start early. You will get plenty of
dedicated help along with a detailed written description of what
needs to be done. Itdés a great
popular events, so please step forward and get involved.

The Christmas Bird Count is another special event that combines

the pleasures of birding and socializing with an important contribu-
tion to citizen science, as | discussed in my column last month.
Gwyneth Ragosine is stepping down as the organizer of CBC but is
willing to continue compiling the data and submitting it to the
Audubon national database. So we are asking an experienced
birder to take over the organiz
wait too long. Christmas has a habit of being upon us sooner than
we expect.

Last of all, please remember that our nominating committee,
chaired by Bill Hering, is looking for candidates to join the RVAS
Board of Directors. We need to elect three new Board members at
the April chapter meeting. Thanks for your help in keeping RVAS
functioning.
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Bird Walks

R First Wednesday Each Month:Little Butte Creek Walk

Direction® notenew starting pointMeet at 8:30 a.m. on TouVelle Road in the northeast section of the Denman
Wildlife Area near White City.

Leader Denny Niebuhr, 485589 orrogueden@ashlandhome.net
Wednesday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noteimethe

March 3 June 2
April 7 July 1
May 5 August 5

R Third Sunday Each Month: Ashland Section of Bear Creek Greenway

Directions Meet at the Ashland Dog Park, north end of Helman Street. Start out at 8:00 a.m. Wind up around noon.
The walk is along the level paved trail that follows Ashland Creek and then Bear Creek.

Leader Harry Fuller, 4888077.

Sunday walks will take place on the following dates unless otherwise noteddhahe

March 21 May 16
April 18 June 20

Wild Birds Unlimited

Owner 0 Katy Reed

Your Backyard
Birdfeeding Specialist

No -waste seed for the wild birds! Birdfeeders
Bird Houses and much more! 11470 Highway 66 - Ashland, OR 97520
And much more! 541.482.0614 - Email: info@greenspringsinn.com
712 Crater Lake Avenue 770 -1104 www.greenspringsinn.com
(Across from Providence Medical Center)
Mon -Fri 9:30 -6:00, Sat 9:30 -5:00 [ —~ag

The Chat is published monthly, September through May,
with a double issue December/January, and one issue in summer.
Editor - Jeff Tufts
Your contributions are welcomed. Please send them to Jeff at 1540 So. lvy St.,Medford, OR 97501
or e-mail them to chateditor@gmail .com
Deadline for the next issue is March 20.
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INTERVIEW WITH DENNY NIEBUHR time | kept my life list in the back of my Peterson, which |

lost with such regularity that when the three of us went on a

Denny Niebuhr is known to many local birders as the gl We spent a good deal of time reconstructing my list.

ial leader of the Wednesday walks, the owner of a large'W€ @lso challenged each other by making bets on such
number of caps with sporting or birding logos, the perp&lings as the number of species we would see, or the num-
trator of some groarinducing birdrelated puns ( he com- Per of Bald Eagles. That habit has not died out!

plains that birding by e aBythétsne Welrdtired | thidk we allleshsiderddsobrseles |

herono), and an ent husi a sasPrétty GoddBxrderd it retReimnent gave Ust nfore tinte €0
believed to have lost more copies of field guides than apid and to improve.

birder in the nation and has a strange affection for pink

plastic flamingoes. GR: Talk about your college career and your early aspi-

_ rations as an entertainer
What is less welknown to RVAS over the past ten years

; | at ed University of Wi sip, Yniversity of
or so is the extent of D emﬁgﬁgnd‘%}st\@ Stgh?spgt‘g'}(\jvle?e gof miy MA).I did
For the last of this series of interviews Denny agree to hot want to study biology | had a distaste for cutting up
mor his good friend Gwyneth Ragosine and talk over sogifimals so | specialized in Social Studies. A world history
highlights of his life both in and out of birding. course introduced me to the concept of the Renaissance

\ Man and | decided that | wanted to be one.

| At Wisconsin | was Bucky Badger. For a whole football
* season | capered around the stadium in my badger suit.and
1 | belonged to the Haresfoot Club, which toured several cit-
\ ies with its alimale revue. | was in a kick line with an aver-
| age height of 60630. We Kkicke
| House in Chicago and | even danced a swan in the spoof of
1 Swan Lake (showing an early interest in birds?)

But | had some serious interests too; early on | got very
- interested in politics, supporting such great+wiktern
figures as Hubert Humphrey, Walter Mondale and Eugene

\ y McCarthy.

‘ | worked on a campaign for Gaylord Nelson who originated
Earth Day and inspired my IH®ng interest in environ-
mental protection and conservation.

GR: How did you get into birding? GR: Letds get to Southern Or

DN: | was introduced to birding by Jim Harleman when and coaching career.

we were both teaching at Scenic Jr. High back in 1980. -K'll. | taught social studies and coached track and field at
was a fisherman and hunter and knew a lot more about

. . . enix and Crater High Schools , did administrative stuff
outdoors than | did. Clint Brumitt also taught there and € Crater and Scenic and spent my last decade as District

Joined us for blrdlng_outmgs. We all started out using th%urriculum Specialist deeply involved in school reform at
GoIdgn BO(.)k (Robbins) and worked our way up to. MO e state, regional and local levels. | announced high school
detailed guides as we learned more. . For .at_JOUt hitteen athletic contests and was the Pear Blossom Runs announcer
years we conducted our own Birdathons, hitting fellow for its first 25 years. | organized and wrote grants to fund
educators for up to $2000 in pledges. We used the mo at er 0 s -sy@tengs UPeojedE vitich was responsi-

to dona_te to RVAS, create a birding kit (15 binos and 1 le for the observation deck at Mingus Pond on the Green-
field guides) for use by teachers and students at all leve

and to establish a college scholarship for Crater seniors
interested in the natural sciences. After my retirement, B&: When did you get involved with RVAS?

kit was given to RVAS. DN: | became a member but was not active until after | re-

tired. With Jim and Clint | had taken part in the Christmas

Bird Count for a couple of years and came to the attention

of Edith Lindner, who was then President. She called and
GR: What about your birding skills? asked me to consider being on the Board..l agreed to take it

DN: No doubt these Birdathons and the compilation of liz-} and since ther_1 | have tried to use Fhe Sk'“S. I a_cquwed n
professional life for the good of this organization.

lists proved a major spur to improving our skills.. At that Y
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Now we have embarked on counting in another area, Little

GR: Tell me about some of the things you have done. Butte Creek in the Denman Wildlife Area.

DN: Well, | wanted to apply my teaching skills to motivath: | usually ask people if they have any pet peeves. Do

and encourage people to get involved in birding and to

learn more about our environment, so | have taken part DN: YES! Unleashed dogs on the Bear Creek Greenway,
several workshops and classes for beginners, always emeople who allow their pet cats to go outside and attack
phasizing that birding should be FUN. | pushed for RVASrds, and people who are overly critical of other birders

to have a booth at t he Maadwho flaubtheidkérding knewdedge im anrobnoxiotisi ¢ h
proved to be popular and successful -imnggorated the  way.

RVAS Birdathon and introduced the Rogue Valley Birdi . :

Challenge. This is the competition between rival teams "ER: And about those flamingoes?
which succeeded in bringing in other notable birders fromN; In early days my birding buddies and | happened on a

the Rogue Valley who do not belong to RVAS. Not only yard with a huge -~ collection of them.

was it more fun but it succeeded in raising more money So of course we ha 1% to start counting

than ever before. them (and betting 4% <~ onthem) wherever

I also prompted the settlneé’ventp of ':f«? rderds Messa
Board which Rick Thowless implements on the website he .

has managed so well for many years. At first only | and a

few loyal friends posted to it, but it gradually took hold and

is now used by people from all over our region and beyaBell for Nominationsfi RVAS Board of Direc-
| am proud of that and | am gratified that the tone of the
postings is civil and cordial, unlike the-lumored backbit-{ors

ing you can find on othef birdersé forums.

L . . Do you know of a member who would be interested in
In partnership with Linda Chesney, | organized Project| serying the Chapter and the Audubon cause as a menfber of
FeederWatch at North Mountain Park the RVAS Board of Directors? Board members meet opce

And | think | helped enliven the countdown at the CBC bgmonth (except Summer), and provide direction for the

making it more of a celebration. hapteros conservation and e
nating Committee listed below is seeking names of mem-

GR: 1tbos an i mpressive | ibgerswhodaindrestedinghis@ppsitanity. Please callfany

us with questions you have about Board responsibilities,

DN: | am one of the very few people who know the ider {&Sﬁ . .
. .~ time and effort required, or simply to suggest the nam¢g of a
of the Old Coot. May he rest in peace. Beyond my b'rd”}gember you Wou?d like to see £e¥ve ongc?ur Board- Sel

life | am continue to be a track and field fan and last se A8 inations are definitely encouraged.
won the national prediction contest conducted by USA

Track and Field. Bill Herlng 5414885886
GR: How did the Wednesday walks get started? Denny Niebuhr 544826589
to lay out her hopes and plans for a Nature Center on 1
Bear Creek Greenway. Following the example of Otis
Swisher, who had used his years of #ethding data to
data to help Susan prove that a Nature Center on Beall: 7@ NATURE SHOP
* Birdfeeding, Natural History, Science Toys ,
154 Oak St. Ashland, OR
u me MM

DN: Back in 2003, Susan Cross came to the RVAS refteat
convince local government of the importance of the Beles %
(541) 482-3241 ML ‘w ﬁ

very-scientific but regular program of counting birds in Y
section of Bear Creek where the Nature Center was to J&

the Greenway which had an alluring number of ponds,
parian habitatsand homeless encampments. We count L
species there for three more years. By the way, all oft
data was entered into eBird, which is a valuable tool ol
citizen science. The walks attracted a lot of new peopl
some of them new birders, others new to the area.
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Field Notes: The Changing Seasons sightings or even name of the observer. Also the archive of
old postings does not extend back in time to cover the en-
Compiled by Stewart Janes tire period | include in the monthly column. Consequently,

many of the sightings this month have been lost to me. |
Late winter is often a very slow time of year for am sorry.

birds. _ This monthos fTield _ nRstIoﬁgsas tWeiAnlavJ Wel_SSi?efrelmgin% n itstc&man? _ ¢
There is another reason Ut} s, &R ll& 8 thl tirfels th hd alef $nad!’ !
briefer than usual. In this age of electronic communlcatﬁ)lﬂOn to posting sightings on the Message Board, please

the way in which sightings are reported has changed m%r&id along a copy of your sightings by email to me at

edly. janesl2@msn.com. My schedule does not permit me to
Not too many years ago, it used to be that peopleonitor the webpage on a regular basis. Thank you for

would send notes by way of snail mail or by phone lettingour help.

me know what had been seen. This method was an excel-

lent way to keep tabs on happenings in the bird world. valley.

Seemingly unimportant sightings by one person combined

with the observations of others often revealed trends that While swallows put in an early appearance this

helped paint a broad and rich pattern. 1 am still grateful Y§&", humbers have remained low through-Fedbruary.

the monthly letter from Marjorie Moore cataloging her Tree Swallowshave been at Avenue G Pond and at Whet-

travels and sightings. | also enjoy the phone conversatigf1e Pond most of the month (JT,SJ).

with Norm Barrett, Jim Livaudais, Liz Northrup, and occa- Turkey Vultures arrived right on schedule though

sionally others. the big movement is still ahead of us. Individuals were
Then email became the principal means of com-Sighted along the Greenway near Jefferson Nature Center

munication. Each month | needed to sort through my ©n 2/12 and 2/14 (JT).

emails and print off the sightings for my file. It was a bit of Sandhill Cranestypically migrate through the

a challenge for one so easily distracted and prone to dis@értheast corner of Jackson County near Prospect. | have
ganization to keep track of it all. | offer my apologies to no reports for this area so far, though 9 were seen over
those over the years whose sightings got tucked away | ower Table Rock in early February.

somewhere and didnot make i tWﬁ'Ioth _rl_nyd fSI [ e_tbef orE II com
the column. Denny Neibuhr, Vince Zauskey, Alan and e thefundra swanswintering near tagle

o . . . . : . Point and the flocks of geese continue as normal, duck
Marjorie Neal still send in emails from time to time bring-
. numbers appear lower than normal to several observers.
ing me up to speed. _ _ _
Certainly,American WigeonandNorthern Shoveler

However, with the creation of Rogue Valley Audgumbers are below normal along my commuting route.
bonds website and in par tgldldrg flockoRRidy Diicksd76+) fas onMgaes a g e
the primary method of communication changed yet oncg ake on 1/20 (MM,LM) and a sizable flock of Northern

again. Members have found it convenient to post sightinggtail (60) and Canvasback (12) on 1/22 (NB). Between
on the website. Having done so, they are content that tfrey

have let others know what is happening. This has bee
very effective. However, | missed the direct communicg-

Now for an abbreviated glimpse at the birds in the

tion and donét al ways f egql I understood what was |hap
ing in the field, especially in those months when chainedl to
a desk.

This past month Rogue Valley Audubon changed
the format of the Message Board. The change caught me
unaware. The new system as it currently exists does ngt
automatically give complete information regarding date pf
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