
Number  320 Number 372  

September 2010   

  

The Chat  
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www.roguevalleyaudubon.org  

Message phone 541 - 601 - 3683 (601 - DOVE) 

This monthõs program                             

Tuesday, September 28 7:00 pm  
 

Stumbling in the Footsteps of Darwin Down Under: Modern Adventures in Argen-

tina and Tasmania  

 Presented by Frank Lang  

 

Highlights of two recent trips featuring modern travel, modern sights, and 

wildlife from Rheas to Wombats and some very tall trees. We will travel 

Coastal Argentine Patagonia north of Terra del Fuego to some places Dar-

win  saw and some places he should have seen, but didn't. Then on the sec-

ond trip, we head to Tasmania where Darwin celebrated his birthday in 

1836. We see Darwin's world through modern eyes.   

Frank Lang is emeritus professor of biology at Southern Oregon University 

and was the host of the program 'Nature Notes' on Jefferson Public Radio.   

 Please Note!  

This month and henceforward we will meet at a new location  

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2000 Oakwood Drive, Medford 

The church is located off South Groveland Avenue, between E. Main and Siskiyou 

Blvd in Medford (not Ashland). See the map on Page 3. 
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BOARD MEETINGS  

take place on the 1st Tues. of the month,  

Sept. through May, at 7 p.m., at either North 

Mountain Park , Ashland, or Jefferson Nature 

Center, Medford.  

All members are welcome to attend.  

Correspondence to officers should be sent to P.O. 

Box 8597, Medford OR 97501  
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Where does your money go?  

As mandated by RVAS by-laws, here is a top-level summary of 

our cash flow for the period July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. 

 

The $11,028 total income available for support of chapter opera-

tions during this period came from three principal sources: mem-

bership dues: $3,110; fundraising activities: $6,905; book sales 

and Chat advertisements: $950.  Miscellaneous income of $63 

rounds out the total.  Membership dues includes both local mem-

berships and payments received from the National Audubon Soci-

ety for NAS members residing in the Rogue Valley.  Fundraising 

activities include Birdathon pledges and donations ($3,253), holi-

day auction proceeds ($1,933), and donations and raffles ($1,719).  

A big cheer for the Great Grays, the Falcons, and Susan Rust to-

gether with the people who pledged for these Birdathon teams as 

well as those who sent in separate donations.  And another cheer 

for our consummate auctioneer, Pepper Trail, for his skill in per-

suading us to part with our money at the holiday auction.  The 

chapter also received $806 in pass-through income to other organi-

zations from the Christmas Bird Count dues and a grant from 

NAS. 

 

Operational expenses for our chapter for the period under consid-

eration totaled $9,944.  The principal expense is for printing and 

mailing The Chat: $3,680.   We hope to reduce this expense con-

siderably in the future by mailing paper copies only to those mem-

bers who specifically request it, as detailed elsewhere in this issue.  

Administrative expenses for chapter operations come to $3,463, 

including $1,605 for rental of our office at the Jefferson Nature 

Center and of the hall where we hold our chapter meetings.  Ex-

penses for our various educational programs were $2,801, includ-

ing $986 in start-up costs and seed for Project Feederwatch at the 

Jefferson Nature Center.  Thanks to Wild Birds Unlimited and the 

Grange Co-op for substantial donations of bird seed that helped 

keep the PFW expenses down to this amount. 

 

Our operational surplus (income minus expenses) for the year 

comes out to $1,084.  This sum is deposited in the RVAS bank 

account and becomes part of our reserves.  Aside from a cushion 

to meet unforeseen expenses (mandated by RVAS by-laws), the 

rest of our reserves is available for chapter operations and the 

funding of special projects in the areas of education and conserva-

tion, as determined by your Board of Directors. 
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Presidentõs Column 

Alex Maksymowicz  
 

 

There will be a big change in Rogue Valley Audubonôs routine.  Starting this month, we are moving our 

chapter meetings to a new location.  The First Presbyterian Church in Medford, where we have been holding 

our meetings since 1995, has declined to renew the contract for use of their meeting hall.  

 

 Instead, we will be holding the meeting at the Westminster Presbyterian Church, also in Medford at 200 

Oakwood Drive  (See map below)  Some of you may remember this as the location of the Holiday Potluck 

and Auction in December 2009.   As in the past the date and time of the chapter meeting continues to be the 

fourth Tuesday of the month at 7 pm; only the location has changed.  The first meeting at the new location 

will be on September 28, 2010.  Please remember to redirect your footsteps or to reset your in-vehicle navi-

gation system.  

 My sincere thanks to Lynda Stevenson for arranging for the new meeting place on very short notice. 
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 RVAS Goals for 2010 - 11 

 
 

The RVAS Board held their annual one-day retreat on June 

13, 2010 at the OSU Extension Center in Central Point.  The 

purpose of the retreat is to review the activities and accom-

plishments of the previous year and to set goals for the com-

ing year. 

 

The Board decided on the following set of goals for 2010-11. 

 

1.  Revise and improve 3rd grade classroom presentation 

 

2.  Collaborate with KBO on education programs to serve out-

lying areas of Jackson County and other scholarship programs 

 

3.  Restructure Holiday Party to provide more funds and fun 

with less effort 

 

4.  Reorganize Birdathon for greater membership participation 

 

5.  Apply for a National Audubon Society collaborative grant 

to support RVAS education efforts 

 

6.  Apply for a Together Green Grant in collaboration with 

Access and the VA to support bird habitat recovery efforts at 

the VA facility 

 

7.  Get actively involved in local conservation efforts with 

regard to bird  habitat 

 

We will be reporting on progress towards achieving these 

goals during the course of the year. 

 

 

Whoõs who and  whoõs new 
  

 RVAS Officers for 2010 - 11 
 

At their May 4 meeting, the RVAS Board of Directors elected 

the following officers for the coming year.   

President: Alex Maksymowicz; vice-president: Jeff Tufts 

(also editor of The Chat); treasurer: Mary Sinclair (also web-

master); secretary: position to be filled later. 

 

In addition to the above, the other Board members are Lynda 

Stevenson, Bill Hering  Katy Reed, Jeff Tanner, Debi Blair, 

and Maggi Rackley. 

 

Kathy Simonsen will be nominated for Board membership at 

the September 28 chapter meeting.  If elected, she will take 

over as treasurer from Mary Sinclair. 

 

Shelley Tanquary will also be nominated for Board member-

ship at the September 28 chapter meeting.  If elected, she will 

become the secretary, replacing Gaylene Hurley who is no 

longer serving on the Board. 

KBOõs third annual Wings and Wine 

Gala on September 25th  

Klamath Bird Observatory will be celebrating 10 

years of conservation, science, and education benefiting 

birds and habitat. The Gala will be hosted at Historic 

Hanley Farm in Central Point. This event will celebrate 

KBOôs efforts to protect the spectacular diversity of the 

Klamath-Siskiyou Bio-region. The evening will also 

highlight local foods from Helena Darling Fine Catering, 

regional wine and local beer, music by Siskiyou Summit, 

and a Not-So-Silent Auction from 6-9pm featuring 

beautiful art, binoculars, guided tours, international 

getaways and more. 

We will also be celebrating local wineries. This year, our 

Best of the Bio-region Wine Competition dé-

buts,showcasing regional wineries in four categories: 

Claret,Syrah, Chardonnay, and Viognier. 

Get tickets now ð Limited Availability!  

$45 ($55 at the door) 

Ṳ Northwest Nature Shop in Ashland 

Ṳ Wild Birds Unlimited in Medford 

Ṳ Or call 541.201.0866 
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Field Notes:  The Changing Seasons  

Compiled by Stewart Janes  
 

I donôt know if there is anything such as a ñnormalò year, 

but this certainly hasnôt been it.  A cold May knocked 

back the flying insects and the swallows and swifts de-

layed breeding by a couple of weeks.  The flood of 

spring migrants heading to points north streaming 

through the valley were subdued too and a bit late. 

 

An initial movement was noted in the third week of April 

(MN) which is typical, but migrating flocks of many spe-

cies were noted into late May when we usually just hear 

and see just the tail end of migration.  Iôve always 

thought these later birds were headed for Alaska and 

northern British Columbia and wanted to make sure the 

snows had melted out first.  Some of the later movements 

noted included Empidonaxes of several species on 5/10, 

Western Tanagers on 5/21 (HF), and Townsendôs War-

blers on 5/24 (HF).  The number of Swainsonôs Thrush 

migrants was also high this year with birds noted be-

tween 5/11 and 5/22 (FL,HS,MN).  Willow Flycat chers, 

one of the later migrants, were noted between 5/15 and 

5/22 (FL,FE). 

 

Speaking of Empidonaxes, Iôm beginning to suspect that 

Gray Flycatchers are a rare but regular breeding bird in 

the county.   Salt Creek seems to be one place that they 

have been encountered multiple times.  This year birds 

were reported from Little Hyatt Lake on 5/15 (FE), Eagle 

Point on 4/29 (HS), and E Jackson Rd in Medford on 

5/11 (LM,MM). 

 

Lewisôs Woodpeckers were seen be several observers in 

early May (5/4-5/14) as they headed north 

(MN,MM,LM,AM).  And the flood of Evening Gros-

beaks we experienced this year?  Well, they finally de-

parted in the third week of May. 

 

The last of the wintering birds to depart included a Snow 

Goose at the Boise-Cascade pond in Medford on 4/20 

(GS) and a major movement of Greater White-fronted 

Geese passing high over the valley between 4/20 and 

4/23 (FL,MM,LM). 

 

The last White-throated Sparrows were observed on 

4/19 along the Greenway in Ashland on 4/19 (PT) and at 

Valley of the Rogue State Park on 4/28 (JT). 

 

There were surprisingly few shorebird and waterbird 

sightings this spring.  Caspian Terns paused at Emigrant 

Lake and Howard Prairie in May as usual and a Com-

mon Loon was still on Lost Creek Reservoir as of 4/22 

(JT).  Shorebird sightings in particular were scarce.  A 

Solitary Sandpiper was along Dutton Road on 4/19 

(BH), Dunlin  were at the Avenue G Pond on 4/28 (JH) 

and a few Long-billed Dowitchers and Western Sand-

pipers were scattered about in early May (GR).  Hardly 

impressive. 

 

Spring migration did bring a few surprises.  A Red-

breasted Merganser joined the female Harlequin Duck  

in the Holy water on 5/3 (LN).  Red-breasted Mergansers 

are regular along the coast, but rare inland.  The last re-

port for the Harlequin Duck was on 5/9 (LM,MM). 

 

Some birds rarely stray from their traditional travel 

routes.  The Hudsonian Godwit is one such excellent 

navigator.   Vagrants are seldom seen.  Others are not so 

good making their way and may need a new compass.  

The Rose-breasted Grosbeak is one such wrong-way 

Charlie.  They are one of the most frequently observed of 

the eastern vagrants.  Part of answer may be that they are 

so distinctive in appearance and tend to drop in at feed-

ers.  Two were detected in Jackson County this spring.  

The first was a female seen by Rowan Heglie on 4/22 in 

Ashland.  This bird was a female.  The second was a 

male at a feeder on Table Rock Road on 6/1 (GS). 

 

The other excitement for the spring was the discovery of 

a Red-naped Sapsucker near Howard Prairie.  The Yel-

low-bellied Sapsucker ñsuperspeciesò was divided into 

three species a while back.   

 

The Red-breasted Sapsucker is the common sapsucker 

from the Cascades west.  The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

occupies the eastern portion of North America.  The third 

species, the Red-naped Sapsucker, resides chiefly in the 

Rocky Mountains.  They can be regularly found as far 

west as Lakeview and the western shores of Upper 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Klamath Lake, but they are rarely detected in Jackson 

County.  Thus, the excitement when this bird was discov-

ered, I believe by Bob Hunter.  White-headed Wood-

peckers and Williamsonôs Sapsuckers were also found 

at the same location.  White-headed Woodpeckers were 

also observed at Grouse Gap and near the ski area on 

Mount Ashland, traditional sites.  Williamsonôs Sap-

suckers were also seen on Conde Creek Road. 

 

The Great-tailed 

Grackle is becoming a 

regular in the county.  

You would think a bird 

this striking would be 

noted by many.  This 

year a Great-tailed 

Grackle was observed 

only one, this time at 

the Avenue G Pond on 6/2 (SJ). 

 

The Red-tailed Hawks which showed great promise at 

the onset of the breeding season apparently had a rela-

tively poor year.  There should be numerous noisy beg-

ging juveniles about, but there are few. Poor prey, lousy 

weather who knows what the reason is.  Parasitic flies, 

known as Protocalliphora, tend to be worse in cool, wet 

springs.  These flies feed on blood as larvae and are a 

major reason for hearing impairment in birds of prey.  

The Red-shouldered Hawk nest behind my house in 

Dark Hollow fledged one healthy and noisy young. 

 

Other sightings of note include a Bank Swallow at the 

Avenue G Pond on 5/11 (HS), a Purple Martin  in Ash-

land on 4/30 (FE), Cassinôs Finch in Ashland on 4/28 

(DA), a Common Nighthawk in Ashland on 6/18 (EL), 

and a  Northern Mockingbird  in Ashland on 6/15.  

Clarkôs Nutcrackers were observed on Mount Ashland 

on 6/22 (DA).  Though common in the Cascades, they 

are rarely observed in the Siskiyous. 

 

When August arrives, forget the forest and field.  It falls 

silent except for the occasional dove or juvenile bird 

practicing its song as it dreams of next yearôs breeding 

season.  Your best chance is to find a mudflat somewhere 

and look for migrant shorebirds. 

 

However, the shorebird reports have been sparse so far.  

A few Least and Western Sandpipers were at Agate 

Lake on 8/10 (JT) along with a Long-billed Dowitcher.  

On 8/13 a similar contingent was at Emigrant Lake (FL) 

plus 2 Semipalmated Plovers. 

 

Western Grebes were also at both locations plus Great 

Egrets and a Black-crowned Night Heron at Agate 

Lake (JT) and 5 Caspian Terns at Emigrant Lake (FL). 

 

The other place to go was the high country.  The White-

headed Woodpeckers and Williamsonôs Sapsuckers 

continued to be seen in the burn area near Howard Prairie 

(MM,LM) and at Grouse Gap (GR,JT).  Rye Springs 

near Fish Lake was the other hot spot.  Otis Swisher has 

found that July is the time to go.  He reported as many as 

64 Hermit Warbler sightings in a single day, not that 

this was the only species present.  Other sightings in-

cluded Fox Sparrows, Cassinôs Finches, Red-breasted 

Nuthatches, Yellow-rumped Warblers, Red Cross-

bills, Gray Jays and other typical high country birds 

plus a number of breeders from lower on the mountain 

including Nashville Warblers, Orange-crowned War-

blers, and Black-headed Grosbeaks.  Of course where 

you have birds, the hawks will follow.  Add a Sharp-

shinned Hawk and an immature Northern Goshawk to 

the list. 

 

Late summer did offer a few surprises.  The Golden-

crowned Sparrow on Mount Ashland on 7/14 (JT) was 

a shock.  While an abundant wintering species in the val-

ley, they should be cavorting with wolves and grizzlies 

in British Columbia or point north in July.  Is this a bird 

that never went north or an incredibly early migrant? 

 

The next surprise was a California Thrasher along I-5 

near Gold Hill on 7/8 (JM).  Although a resident just 

south of the Oregon border in the Klamath River Can-

yon, this homebody seldom heads out on an adventure.  

There are fewer than 10 records for Oregon.  Unfortu-

nately, this vagrant was never relocated. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Then there was the Eastern Kingbird near Ashland 

along Bear Creek on 8/15 (JT).  This species breeds 

from Malheur to the lower Deschutes River but 

heads east over the Rocky Mountains before turning 

south on migration.  This bird obviously didnôt get 

the approved kingbird migration map.  By the way, 

the last reported Western Kingbird was on 8/18 

(OS).  All are now en route to Mexico. 

 

Iôm sure a couple of pairs of White-throated 

Swifts nest on the Table Rocks each year though 

they arenôt always detected.  The only sighting of 

one this year that I know of was on Lower Table 

Rock on 7/14 (RB).  Their call is the best way to 

find this high flying species. 

 

Other sightings of note include Common Night-

hawks at 1000 Springs on 8/5 (NB) and a Golden 

Eagle in Jacksonville on 8/2 (RK).  Golden Eagles 

are residents of the Rogue Valley but are so thinly 

spread it is noteworthy when one is seen near the 

valley floor. 

 

Thanks to this issueôs contributors, including Dick 

Ashford, Norm Barrett, Ralph Browning, John Bul-

lock, Forrest English, Bob Hunter, Edith Lindner, 

Ron Ketchum, Frank Lospalutto, Alex Maksy-

mowicz, Jeff Miller, Lisa Moore, Marjorie Moore, 

Liz Northrup, Gwyneth Ragosine, Howard Sands, 

Gary Shaffer,  Otis Swisher, and Jeff Tufts.  Dead-

line for contributions to the Field Notes in the next 

edition of The Chat is September 15. 

 

 

 

Annual Picnic  

by Gaylene Hurley  
We left home in a light rain thinking, what 

weather for a picnic!   Thankfully Judd and I had 

gone to TouVelle St. Park earlier that morning and 

changed the reserved RVAS picnic area to the large 

covered pavilion. 

 

Nearing the Park the rain let up.  Now would any 

RVAS members show for a picnic on a cool, show-

ery evening?  Yes! We even managed a pleasant 

birding stroll, enjoying the Western Tanagers and 

Yellow Warblers, as well as the Green Heron, 

Belted Kingfisher, and Osprey flying over the wa-

ter.  Otis Swisher reminded us how high the Rogue 

River was back in the flood of 

1964.    

 

Soon it was time to indulge.  The 

iced tea and lemonade went beg-

ging, but the hot coffee, tea, or 

cocoa were a definite hit.  And, 

what delicious food!  We must 

compile an RVAS potluck recipes cookbook. 

 

Judd and I were truly surprised when Lynda Steven-

son presented us with a nice thank you and beautiful 

Orchid plant on behalf of the RVAS Board. 

 

Those past balmy potluck picnics have been enjoy-

able for sure, but the 2010 event will be memorable 

for some 30 of us hard- core potluck picnic birders.   

(Continued from page 6) 
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The Conservation Column  

 

By Pepper Trail  
 

Welcome back from summer!  It seems appropriate to 

lead off the new Audubon year with a review of our con-

servation activities and accomplishments from the previ-

ous year.  With your help, 2010-2011 will be equally ac-

tive and successful.  Letôs get started! 

 

Conservation Activities and Accomplish-

ments of Rogue Valley Audubon Society 

2009 - 2010  
 

Provided ongoing support for establishment of 

a system of Marine Reserves, and submitted 

comments to ODFW Department of State 

lands, Oregon Parks & Recreation during rule-

making process.  RVAS urged continuing the 

existing rules and established uses on beaches 

near marine reserve and protected area sites; 

advocated ecosystem management as the gov-

erning principle for marine reserves; and en-

dorsed adaptive management, including regu-

lar scientific review of the status and trend of 

the ecosystem within each site, as part of the 

management plans.  

 

Endorsed a letter from the Alaska Wilderness 

League to President Obama asking him to 

work toward a formal wilderness designation 

for the coastal plain of the Arctic National 

Wildlife Refuge, which is a major breeding 

ground for birds that migrate south to our re-

gion.  We also urged the President to take ex-

ecutive action to give the Arctic Refuge the 

strongest protections available. RVAS is a long

-time advocate for permanent protection of the 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge from oil-

drilling. 

 

Continued our efforts in opposition to the 

BLMôs proposed Western Oregon Plan Revi-

sions (WOPR).  If it had been approved, this 

proposal would have greatly increased old-

growth logging in the range of the Spotted 

Owl. In addition to the concern expressed by 

many conservation advocates, the legal chal-

lenges by environmental groups had a success-

ful outcome. In July 2009 the Obama Admini-

stration pulled all six Records of Decision on 

the WOPR, effectively eliminating the pro-

posal. 

 

Adopted a position of support for responsible renew-

able energy alternatives in Oregon, and a statement of 

concern regarding a proposed wind energy develop-

ment located in prime sage grouse habitat on North 

Steens Mountain. RVAS endorsed a petition submitted 

by Portland Audubon Society, Oregon Natural Desert 

Association and Defenders of Wildlife to the State En-

ergy Facility Siting Council to initiate rulemaking to 

define the term "single facilityò so that developers can-

not subdivide the facility and avoid more stringent re-

view. 

 

Advocated for protection of the Siskiyou Wild Rivers 

area of southwestern Oregon from suction-dredge gold 

mining, and for reform of the antiquated 1872 Mining 

Law that allows such destructive activities on public 

lands. 

 

Joined the Bird Conservation Alliance. At their re-

quest, RVAS signed on to their efforts in support of the 

proposed Federal Bird-Safe Buildings Act of 2010 (H.R. 

4797), which calls for each public building constructed, 

acquired, or altered by the General Services Administra-

tion (GSA) to incorporate, to the maximum extent possi-

ble, bird-safe building materials and design features. 

 

 Also at the request of the Bird Conservation Alli-

ance, RVAS endorsed a letter to the US Forest Service 

asking for protection of mature, old growth and roadless 

forests, particularly coastal rainforests of the Pacific 

Northwest that provide  habitat for the threatened North-

ern Spotted Owl and Marbled Murrelet, both of which 

are in rapid decline.  

 

Endorsed the Oregon Water Parks, and Wildlife Ini-

tiative petition campaign to renew Oregon's only dedi-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Birding Buddies are Bowing Out  

Alex Maksymowicz  
For seven years, a group that calls themselves the Birding 

Buddies, has been conducting the first Wednesday walks and 

collecting bird population data at three sites, the Jefferson Na-

ture Center the Central Point Greenway, and currently the Lit-

tle Butte Creek location, for which no data previously existed. 

Denny Niebuhr is the spokesman for the group, whose other 

members are Jim Harleman, Ron Ketchum, Gwyneth Ragos-

ine, Edith Lindner, Keiko Thurston, and Bob Black. The infor-

mation has been used by RVAS and the Rogue Valley Council 

of Governments and has been submitted to eBird.   

These walks also have offered a midweek alternative to the 

RVAS weekend field trips with the number of participants 

gradually increasing over the  years.  The walks have become 

an integral part of the Rogue Valley birding experience. How-

ever, the Birding Buddies have decided that the upcoming Oc-

tober 6, 2010 walk at Little Butte Creek will be their last.  We 

thank them for providing a lot of enjoyment to many RVAS 

members and other birders.  The best tribute to them would be 

for a new organizing group to come together and continue 

their tradition.  The walks could continue at the current Little 

Butte Creek site or move to another location.  Prior to deciding 

to bow out, the Birding Buddies were considering Valley of 

the Rogue State Park as a possibility.  The location and format 

of the walks would be up to the new organizing group. 

If you have been a regular participant on these walks, I 

strongly urge you to become a member of the new organizing 

group.  Even if you havenôt been a regular participant, you are 

welcome to join the organizing group. The walks not only pro-

vide information on bird populations, they also help less ex-

perienced participants improve their birding skills and expand 

their knowledge about local birds.  They also present a won-

derful opportunity for social interaction and exchange of infor-

mation among Rogue Valley birders.  It would truly be a 

shame if they ceased to take place. 

To volunteer as a member of a new first Wednesday organiz-

ing group, please contact Alex Maksymowicz at maks-

box1@gmail.com or 541-482-1964.  .  

Your Backyard  
Birdfeeding Specialist  

No-waste seed for the wild birds    Birdfeeders    
Bird Houses  and much more!  

Owner ð Katy Reed  

712 Crater Lake Avenue   770-1104 
(Across from Providence Medical Center) 

Wild Birds Unlimited  

cated source of state funding for parks and natural areas 

 

Continued to monitor the Northern Spotted Owl recovery plan.  

RVAS has significant concerns about the proposal to kill large 

numbers of Barred Owls as part of the recovery plan. 

 

Continued our work in alliance with the Soda Mountain Wilder-

ness Council to increase the size and insure the ecological integ-

rity of the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument. 

 

Participated in meetings of the Oregon Conservation Network, 

and provided input for setting environmental priorities for their 

advocacy efforts with the Oregon legislature. 

 

Participated with other Audubon chapters in joint conservation 

activism, coordinated through the Oregon Audubon Council. 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

Leadership Change for Third Sunday Bird 

Walks  
 

Many thanks to Harry Fuller for initiating the third Sun-

day bird walks on the Ashland section of the Bear Creek 

Greenway and for making them a very successful and 

popular part of our outings program.  Harry is giving up 

the leadership of these walks due to other commitments 

that entail extensive travel.  Fortunately, Jeff Tufts has 

agreed to take over this task, so that what Harry started 

will continue under new management, so to speak.  We 

shall all miss Harryôs experience and insights on these 

walks, but we hope to continue tapping into them in other 

RVAS activities, such as programs and field trips.  Harry 

deserves our sincere gratitude for the many contributions 

that he has made to RVAS and birding in the Rogue Val-

ley since moving here several years ago. 
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